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ACT ONE
EXT. JUNGLE - AFTERNOON
1519 Tenple of the G een Tonb, Beli ze.

The canmera zoons to a hillside overl ooking the dense green
jungl e and the abandoned Al tun Ha plazas. Jungle sounds

fill the air as birds and howl er nonkeys chatter. Standing
tall is an Aztec warrior arrayed in feathers and gold. He
is holding a golden sun disc up to the sun. Rays of sunlight
shoot fromthe golden disc. The canmera zoons down to the
Tenpl e of the Green Tonb as warriors carry golden artifacts
into the tenple.

CUT TO
I NT. CRYPT - MOMENTS LATER

I nside the Green Tonb crypt, the canmera zoons to a siXx-inch
j ade head of a Mayan sun god next to the body of a warrior
and then pans to the jaguar and cougar skins covering the
body. The body and the entire tonb is painted in green

pi gnent .

The canera slowy pans across the room revealing jade
pendants, beads & earrings, obsidian rings, stingray spines,
and jaguar skins along with the several Maya codices. The
canera zoons to a newy dig tunnel

CUT TO
| NT. TREASURE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

The Aztec warriors carry in the last |oad of gold. Thousands
of pieces of gold, along with statues, bow s, plates, shields,
neckl aces, and anour heaped in a pile in the room In the
center of the roomis a stone pedestal with a large gold

mask with large eneralds attached to it. As the last of the
treasure is stacked in the treasure roomthe warriors exit
into the tunnel. The |ast Aztec warrior glances at the
treasure and then turns and dashes down the tunnel.

In the chanber of the Green Tonb, Aztec warriors put a stone
slab in front of the tunnel, conpletely sealing off the

t unnel

FADE QUT

FADE I N

EXT. UXMAL JUNGLE - MORNI NG

1937
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A tall slimmddl e age archeol ogist, Dr. JACK HOGAN and his
NATI VE 1 gui de slash at the vines and jungle grass as they
cut a path through the jungle. They cross a snall stream
and clinmb up banks. They stop and w pe the sweat fromtheir
heads. JACK drinks fromhis canteen and scans the jungle
ahead of him

JACK
How nmuch further do you think we
have to go?

NATI VE 1
Not far, just over those hills.

Jack stares at the distant hills.

JACK
We shoul d be there by afternoon.

NATI VE 1
Not if we don't keep noving.

JACK
Ckay, |ead on.

CUT TO
EXT. UXMAL JUNGLE - AFTERNOON
Pyram d of the Magician, Yucatan, Mexico.

They breaks through the dense jungle and cone face to face
wi th the abandoned ancient Mayan city of Uxmal. How ing
nmonkeys scream fromthe treetops. Toucans, Anmazon parrots,
and macaws squawk fromthe tree tops. The jungle sounds
like feeding time at the zoo. Far in the distance raising
above the jungle trees is the Tenple of the Mgician, a huge
mul tiple tenples superinposed on top of each other.

NATI VE 1
VWhat is so inportant about his Mayan
rui ns?

JACK

Uxmal was the greatest netropolitan
and religious center in the late

classical period. It is estimated
that sonme 25,000 Mayans live in this
city.

NATI VE 1

But they are all dead. Wat is so
i nportant about this abandoned ruin?
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Jack stops and turns to the Native 1, a Mexican Indian wearing
j eans and an open shirt. He is holding a nachete in his
hand.

JACK
The Mayan Chief Priest crafted an
enerald mask of their god, Chac, the
rain and thunder god. The enerald
mask was used in their rain
cer enoni es.

NATI VE 1
You still have not answered the
guestion Senior. Wy did you want
to be gui ded here?

Jack smles at the Native 1 and then | ooks back toward the
| ost city.

JACK
| amafter the enmerald mask of Chac.
It was kept in the Pyram d of the
Magi ci an.

NATI VE 1
Pyram d of the Magician?

JACK
Yes, the short version is that their
| egend says a small dwarf boy built
the pyramd in one day.

NATI VE 1
Senior, that is not possible.

JACK
Now you know why it is call the
Pyram d of the Magician.

The Native 1 chuckl es.

NATI VE 1
You Anericans are crazy.

CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE ROPE BRI DGE - LATER

Jack and the Native 1 continue through the jungle, hacking
at vines and tall reeds. How ing nonkeys how fromthe tree
tops, tropical birds screech fromthe trees. Jack steps out
of the jungle and sees a rope bridge spanning a deep gorge
and on the other side is the Tenple of the Mgician.



JACK
Shit, why do these ruins always have
a rope bridge?

NATI VE 1
It does not | ook safe.

Native 1 wal ks to the edge of the gorge and | ooks down.
Jack wal ks to the rope bridge and tugs on the ropes. He
shakes hi s head.

JACK
Damm, the ropes |ook worn and brittle.

NATI VE 1
It is a long ways down to the bottom
Maybe this is not the right tenple.

JACK
No, it is the right tenple.

NATI VE 1
You go first and | wll follow

JACK
You're the guide, you should go first.

NATI VE 1
My nommy did not raise any idiots.
|"mjust the dunb Indian, what do |
know.

Jack slowy starts across the rope bridge. The bridge starts
to swng in the wnd. Jack slowy inches his way across.
Sonme of the boards are rotten and there are gaps between the
boards. Jack slowy steps over the gaps and slowy proceed
across the bridge. Jack waves for Native 1 to start across.

Native 1 starts across the bridge. He steps over the first
gap and imedi ately |lands on a rotten board that breaks and
his leg falls through. He screans and grabs the rope railing
with the other hand. The rope bridge sways. He slowy lifts
hi msel f fromthe hole and cautiously wal ks across the rest

of the bridge.

JACK
See, there was nothing to fear.

NATI VE 1
| hate rope bridges.

CUT TO



EXT. PLAZA - MOMENTS LATER

They nove across the plaza stopping at the base of the | argest
pyram d standi ng over 100 feet tall. They stare up at the
top of the structure.

JACK
This tenple is really conposed of
five superinposed tenples. Each
tenple has its own entrance. The
tenple on the fourth level is the
one we want.

Native 1 stares at the giant pyramd and then turns to JACK

NATI VE 1
It 1ooks |like each tenple was added
at different tines.

JACK
The first tenple was started in the
si xth century and over the next 400
years the other four tenples were

added.

NATI VE 1
So you think this enerald mask is
still hidden here?

JACK

Yes, unless the Spani sh Conqui st adors
who raided this site discovered the
secret cache.

NATI VE 1
Wy woul dn't the Spanish have
di scovered the cache?

JACK
The Mayan were very crafty. They
created secret chanbers that required
speci al keys to open. The Spanish
t hought the Mayan | ndi ans were j ust
dunb savages and never under st ood
their ability to hide their treasures.

They clinbed the steep steps until they canme to the fourth
tenple. A giant Chac mask marks the entrance and the Chac's
mouth is the door! Jack stares back out over the jungle and
hills. He turns and enters the Chac nouth.

CUT TO



EXT. UXMAL JUNGLE - MOMENTS LATER

Hiding in the jungle just beyond the rope bridge are arned
SS Nazi soldiers. A NAZI SS OFFICER is standi ng behi nd PROF
WOLFSTEIN, a tall thin man with rimglasses. His face is
pot marked. There is sonething evil about his appearance.
Prof. Wolfstein is watching Dr. Hogan through binocul ars as
he enter the Pyram d.

NAZI SS OFFI CER
What do you see PROF. WOLFSTEI N

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Dr. HOGAN is just now entering the
t enpl e.

NAZI SS OFFI CER
Do we follow himinto the tenple?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
No, we will wait until DR HOGAN
finds the enerald mask before we
i nt ervene.

NAZI SS OFFI CER
When we 'intervene' as you say, do
we kill DR HOGAN?

Prof. Whlfstein turns to the Nazi SS Oficer and sml es.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Cermany is not at war with DR HOGAN.
No need to kill him he may be useful
agai n down the road.

Prof. Wl fstein turns and watches the tenple through his
bi nocul ars.

CUT TO
| NT. CHAC PYRAM D - MOMENTS LATER

The walls are filled with carvings of the Chac god. Jack
stands in the center of the roomand views all of the
carvings. Native 1 points to one of the bas relief masks.

NATI VE 1
Their Chac god sure had a | ong noi se
and tal k about fangs. He is one

ugly god.

JACK
Yea, it seens that nost of the Mayan
gods were fierce |ooking, often with
| arge or | ong noses.



NATI VE 1
Why ?

JACK
Probably to scare away other spirits.

Jack exam nes each of the Chac masks carved in the wall.

Fi ndi ng not hi ng he conti nues exam ning the other bas-relief
masks along the wall. Jack turns toward Native 1 as a | arge
ugly snake slithers down the wall behind to Jack.

NATI VE 1
Do not nove.
JACK
Wy not ?
NATI VE 1
There is a big ugly snake behi nd
you.
JACK
Don't just stand there, kill it.

Native 1 smles and takes out his machete and slices off the
head of the big ugly snake.

NATI VE 1
You were lucky, if that snake had
bitten you, I would never get paid
because you woul d be dead within
m nut es.

JACK
Great, you just nade ny day. | hate
snakes, especially the poi sonous
ones.

Native 1 picks the dead snake up with his machete and tosses
it to the other side of the room

NATI VE 1
Does that nmean | get a bonus?

JACK
| guess it does.

NATI VE 1
Ckay, now where is this enerald mask?

JACK
The secret nust be in this room
sonmewher e



NATI VE 1
How do you know the secret is here?

JACK
My research indicates that the Mayans
were very cl ever people. They |oved
to hi de val uabl es behind secret doors.

NATI VE 1
Ckay, so how do we spot this secret
door .
JACK
Now that is the question worth asking.
NATI VE 1
So what is the answer.
JACK
| will tell you in a few m nutes, be
patient.

NATI VE 1
Renmenber where you find one snake
you will probably find others.

Jack shivers, and then pushes and pulls on the various bas-
relief masks. Suddenly, one of the mask responds to his
touch. The bl ocked nouth suddenly slides inward.

JACK
What have we got here?

Jack reaches into the nmouth and finds a |l ever, he pulls on
it and not hing happens, he pushes on it and there is a click
and a smal | panel slides open near the floor. Jack kneels
down and reaches inside and finds the enerald mask. Jack
removes it and holds it up to the light. The enerald mask
glows in the darkness.

NATI VE
You found it Dr. Hogan.

JACK
My God, it is beautiful. The nuseum
will love this enerald mask, the

first of its kind to be displ ayed
after being hidden for the | ast
t housand years.

NATI VE 1
| amsure the Museumw || be very
happy to get this mask.



JACK
Yes, they will and it wll finance
my next expedition.

NATI VE 1
| have a funny feeling, we should
get out of here now.

JACK
VWhat do you nean a funny feeling?
NATI VE 1
| am sensi ng danger.
JACK
Danger from what ?
NATI VE 1
|'"ve no idea, but there is danger

here.

Jack sticks the enerald mask into his backpack. He turns
and gl ances around the roomfor one last tine. Jack smles.

JACK
This is one treasure that PROF
WOLFSTEIN wi Il not acquire.

Native 1 cringes at the nane.

NATI VE 1
Senior, it is bad luck to tal k about
that evil one.

JACK
PROF. WOLFSTEIN is a scavenger. He
calls hinself an archeol ogi st, but
he is nothing nore than a bl ack
mar ket eer who | oot tonmbs to sell to
t he hi ghest bidder.

NATI VE 1
He is one nmean coyote.

CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE ROPE BRI DGE - LATER

Jack and Native 1 walk to the rope bridge wwth the Pyramd
of the Magician far in the background. The jungle sounds
fill the air. Jack's shirt is wet with sweat. H's face is
sneared with sweat and dirt. They start across the bridge
when suddenly Nazi sol diers appear at The end of the bridge
holding rifles ainmed at them Prof. Wl fstein wal ks out
from behi nd them and approaches the rope bridge.
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PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Good day to you, Dr. HOGAN. Pl ease
be so kind as to continue across
this rope bridge. It does not | ook
safe. You could fall to your death

A Nazi soldier takes out his knife and wal ks to the rope
bri dge and pl aces the knife bl ade agai nst the rope.

JACK
Ckay, you nmde your point.

Jack and Native 1 continue across the bridge. They are
encircled once they | eave the bridge. PROF. WOLFSTEI N st eps
forward and renoves the backpack. He digs into it and pulls
out the enerald mask.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
You have been busy.

JACK
How in the hell did you find this
tenpl e?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
We have been follow ng you for the

past week.

NATVE 1
| told you | thought someone was
foll ow ng us.

Prof. Wl fstein holds the enerald mask up to the sunlight,
it seens to glowin the light.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Germany thanks you for this gift; it
wll be added to the Fuhrer's
collection of artifacts.

Jack starts to nove toward prof. Wl fstein, but Nazi soldiers
quickly jab himwth their rifles and JACK stops and stares
at prof. Wl fstein. Prof. Wlfstein pulls out a cigar and
lights it.

JACK
( Sneeri ng)
One day we w Il neet w thout your
goons.
PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(Sm 1ing)
| amsure we will be neeting again
DR HOGAN.

( MORE)
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PROF. WOLFSTEI N ( CONT' D)
In the nmean tinme, ny friends wll
tie you up, but not too tightly,
woul dn't want you to be eaten by the
j aguars.

The Nazi soldiers tie up Jack and Native 1 and then they
foll ow PROF. WOLFSTEIN back into the jungle. Jack and Native
1 struggle to get free.

FADE OUT

FADE | N

EXT. TIKAL JUNGLE - DAY

One Year Later

1938 Ti kal Ruins, CGuatenal a

Dr. Jack Hogan is slashing at vines as he cuts his way through
the jungle. The rain forest was so tangled that they could
not see 50 paces ahead of them Dripping | eaves hung just
feet over their heads. Sunlight filtered through the greenery
casting nurky and om nous shadows.

Behi nd Jack are four Natives, packing his supplies and the
gui de who is scouting for a trail. He stops and w pes the
sweat fromhis brow H's partner, JUAN Pedro Hernandez Ranbs
of Mexico National Miuseum of Antiquity, steps forward and
says it should not be far.

Jack hates the rain forest, too dense and filled with unknown
dangers. He listens to the how er nonkeys hi gh overhead.

They continued forward, crossing a small gorge, and then
clinmbs up the bank. He stops as he hears the roar of a Jaguar
echoi ng though the rain forest. It sounded like a zoo at
feeding tine.

JUAN
The ancient Mayan city of Tikal had
no source of water except for seasona
rainfall which was probably why the
Mayan abandoned the city in the early
900s AD.

JACK
It rem nds ne of the Salinas Pueblo
M ssions found in New Mexico. The
I ndi ans had to capture the rainfall
as they had no outside source of
wat er .

JUAN
What happened to those peopl e?
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JACK
They abandoned their pueblos in the
m d 1600s and nerged with other
puebl os to the north.

Jack sl aps at his neck. He takes off his hat and w pes the
sweat fromhis face. He knows he nust be getting close to
the Mayan tenpl e when the scout returns and points back the
di rection he had cone.

NATI VE 2
| can see the pyram ds.

Jack rushes ahead and breaks through the jungle. Standing
directly in front of himis a rope bridge spanning a deep
gor ge.

JACK
(Shaki ng his head.)
Not agai n.
JUAN

JACK, its only a rope bridge.

JACK
| hate snakes and | hate rope bridges.

JUAN
JACK, get sone backbone.

Jack slowy wal ks across the rope bridge. He |Iooks over the
edge and sees a river far below. He continues across the

bri dge and wal ks onto ground again. There before himlies
Si X grey stone Mesoanerican step pyramds, each with a tenple
on their summts. Juan slowy wal ks across the rope bridge
as Jack turns to Juan.

JACK
Ckay, so | have a problemw th rope
bri dges.

JUAN

Rope bridges are a way of life for
nost of the indigenous people in
Mexi co and Cuat enal a.

JACK
(shaki ng his head)
Ckay, Ckay.

Juan points toward the step pyram ds.
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JUAN
Each of those structures contains
sub-structures that contain the burial
chanbers and one of them m ght hold
t he gol den sun di sc.

JACK
Tell me the history of this Myan
r ui ns.

JUAN

This Mayan city was the hone to the
Red Warriors of the Jaguars, a very
fierce and warli ke peopl e who
wor shi pped the Jaguar. They painted
their bodies red, wore Jaguar skins
over their bodies and used the cl aws
of the Jaguar as fighting inplenents.

Juan lights up a cigarette and bl ows snoke out his nouth.

JUAN
When this Mayan city faded from
history in the md 900s AD, the city
fell into ruins, the jungle reclaimng
much of the | and once occupi ed by
the Red Warriors of the Jaguars.
Okay, now tell me why you think the
sun disc is here?

JACK
| found an Aztec Codex that said
this was the | ocation where the Aztec
hid the golden sun disc. This sun
di sc containing clues to the | ost
Azt ec Treasure, which was snuggl ed
out of the city of Tenochtitlan before
Spani sh conqui st ador Hernéan Cortés
arrived and before his eventually
conquered of the city on August 13,

1521.

JUAN
Wiy did they hid this disc in a Mayan
Cty.

JACK

The Aztec's were smart. They know

t hat the Conqui stadors woul d never

t hink of |ooking in Mayan ruins for
clues to the treasure. The Mayans
faded away sonetine in the md 900s.
After all, why look in a Mayan tenple
when it is an Aztec treasure.
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JUAN
Good point, so lets go find this
gol den sun di sc.

CUT TO
EXT. TIKAL PLAZA - AFTERNOON

Jack sat in a canp chair in the mddle of canp with Juan

He took out his pipe and stocked it with cherry favored
tobacco. He lit the pipe and drew in a deep breath of
tobacco. He stared at each of the grey stone pyram ds
wonder i ng which one was hol ding the treasure he was seeking.

He renoved the Aztec Codex from his pack and reread the
manuscri pt. The Codex showed icons of aninmals and carved
heads. He transl ated the pictograph icons as saying they
had hi dden the gol den sun disc in the Tenple of the G eat
Jaguar. Jack turns to his friend Juan.

JACK
The Codex says the sun disc is in
the Tenple of the Geat Jaguar. Any
i dea which of these six tenples is
the Tenple of the Geat Jaguar?

JUAN
| would think that the Tenple of the
G eat Jaguar woul d have the Jaguar
gl yph on the entrance to the tenple.

JACK
Time is wasting, lets find that damm
feline.

Jack and Juan wal ked out of canp and approach the first
tenple. They walk around it and then start clinbing the
steps to the top, Once at the top, they exam ne the markings
on the entrance.

JUAN
No Jaguar gl yph here.

JACK
One down, five nore to go.

CUT TO
EXT. TEMPLE OF THE JAGUAR - AFTERNOON
Jack and Juan clinbed the steps to the top that towered sone

200 feet above the ground. Jack |ooked around and could
only see jungle and the other five tenples.
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JACK
Vll, this is the fifth tenple, | am
getting tired of all the steps. It
wi |l be dark before |ong.

Juan exam nes the wall and suddenly he points to a |large
Jaguar head projecting outward next to the entrance.

JUAN
This is it. The face of the Jaguar.

Jack wal ks over to the Jaguar glyph and examnes it. He
turns to Juan.

JACK
The Codex was right. According to
it, when the Aztec warriors arrived
sone six hundred years after the
fall of this Mayan city, they searched
for a burial site to hold the sun
disc until the gold eaters could be
def eat ed.

JUAN
| suspect that the Aztec warriors
who hid the golden sun disc would
have used an exi sting chanber.

JACK
Not necessarily, they m ght have hid
the disc in a secret chanber. The
Aztec's were crafty.

JUAN
Now is the tinme to find out just how
crafty they were.

CUT TO
I NT. JAGUAR TEMPLE - MOMENTS LATER

Jack and Juan enter the chanber fighting through a cobweb

I ined archway. They pushed through the cobwebs and find a
|arge roomfilled with hieroglyphic bas-relief icons on the
walls. In the center of the roomis a four foot tall stone
altar stained a dark red. Jack wal ks over to the altar and
touches the surface of the altar. Hunman bones are scattered
on the floor. Juan walks to the altar.

JACK
It is amazing. The Mayans refine
t he cal endar and script, and
mat hematics, to its highest |evel of
devel opnent, but the downsi de was
( MORE)



Jack wal ks over to the wall
Juan exam nes the altar.

until

heads.

JACK (CONT' D)
that the Mayan practiced human
sacrifice initially by throw ng the
victinms down |inestone sinkhole that
t hey thought were the portals to the
underworl d. Later the Mayans deci ded
to sacrifice their victinms on altars
such as this one.

JUAN
That was because the Mayans believed
t hat when people died, they entered
the Underworl d through a cave or a
cenote. Wen kings died, they were
reborn into the Sky Wrld and becane
gods. The Maya fear death from
natural causes because the dead did
not automatically go to paradise.
This is one reason that human
sacrifice was not considered evil,
it enable the victimto go to
par adi se.

JACK
Guess the Mayans victins never thought
of it as being a benefit.

JUAN
What do you nean?

JACK
Al'l of their sacrificial victins
were eneny warriors captured in
battl e.

JUAN
| wonder how many human sacrifices
were offered on this altar?

JACK
Far too nmany.

JUAN
Not hi ng happens when | push or pul
on these jaguar heads. Any ideas?

JACK
Try tw sting the heads.

and exam nes the pictographs.

He noves his hand over the sides
he cones to the head of four Jaguars.
of themw th no results.
Not hi ng happens.

16.

He pushes each
He then pulls on each of the four
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JUAN
Way not, it can't hurt anything.

Juan twists the first head and it turns.

JUAN ( CONT' D)
You're right, twisting the heads is
working. Let's see what happens
when all four heads are tw sted.

He does this to the other three heads and the stone altar
slides along the floor with a screeching sound, revealing a
dark opening with steps descendi ng downward. Jack wal ks
over to the altar and stares into the darken steps.

JACK
Al'i Baba woul d be proud of you.

CUT TO
| NT. BURI AL ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Jack and Juan slowly descend into the dark opening. JACK
lights his torch and then Iights Juan's torch. They wal k

sl ow ng down a steep set of circular stone steps. At the
bottom they enter a large chanber filled with snmall |ade
objects, pottery vessels, shells, and a nunber of beautifully
crafted eccentric flints.

In the far corner, they see bodies covered by jaguar and
cougar skins. The entire tonb is painted in red pignent.

JACK
My god, these bodies are painted
red, guess that was why they were
known as the Red Warri ors.

JUAN
Yes, it was their identifying mark

Jack starts checking the walls of the chanber for a secret

hi di ng pl ace, he pushes and thunps the stone wall | ooking

for sonething out of place. He finds nothing so he continues
along the wall searching the bas-relief of each icon

JACK
| know that sonewhere in this room
is the key to finding the sun disc.

JUAN
We have to find the | ock before the
key will do any good.

JACK
So true.



18.

Jack continues searching the bas-relief icons until he

finally finds an icon that responds to his touch. He pushes
on it and the bas-relief slides back revealing a hidden cavity
on each side of the icon

Jack reaches into the cavity and pulls out the gol den sun
disc. Jack |ooks at the sun disc in his hands, turning it
over and over. Juan rushes over to Jack. Jack hands it to
Juan.

JUAN
It is beautiful.

Juan turns the sun disc over and exanmnes it on both sides.

JACK
This is the key for finding the fabled
| ost Aztec treasure.

JUAN
It is unbelievable that this sun
disc was finally found after being
hi dden for the past 500 years.

JACK
The Aztec were not as smart as they
t hought they were, after all, we did
find their secret hiding place.

JUAN
Yea, but we had the help of that
Azt ec Codex.

JACK
Thank goodness | found and deci phered
t hat Codex.

JUAN

Per our agreenent, you have earned a
$25, 000 fee for your services.

JACK
And | get a chance to study this sun
disc after it is inventoried by the
Museum

JUAN
G ve us about a nonth, we nove kind
of slow at the Museum W have to
junp through sone hoops with the
governnment to obtain an official
invite to the Museum

CUT TO
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I NT. UNI VERSI TY LECTURE HALL - ONE MONTH LATER - AFTERNOON

A university lecture hall filled with students taking notes.
The dean introduces Dr. Jack Hogan, head of the Sout hwest
Museum of Archeol ogy, as their guest lecturer. Jack wal ks
up to the podi um

JACK
It is a pleasure to present mny
insights into the Pre-Col unbi an

CUT TO
I NT. UNI VERSI TY LECTURE HALL - LATER

The canera pans across the audi ence, sone students are taking
notes, others are napping. Jack concludes his talk.

JACK
In conclusion, the fall of the Mayan
Enmpire in the early 900s were probably
due to the drastic draught conditions
that existed. Draught has played a
maj or role in the decline of other
civilization, such as the Anasazi of
t he Sout hwest. Severe draught
conditions forced the Anasazi to
abandoned Chaco Canyon and m grate
sout hward to the Pueblo cities of
central New Mexi co.

A student raises his hand.

STUDENT 1
How | ong after the Mayans were the
Aztec civilization?

JACK
Good question. After the decline of
the Mayan Enpire, sone 300 years
|ater, the rise of the Aztec
civilization arrived in the Valley
of Mexico as a sem -nonadic tribe
known as Mexica about 1248. The
great island city of Tenochtitlan
came about supposedly during a
festival dinner wwth the new rul er
of Cul huacan, Achiconetl, for his
daughter, in order to nake her the
goddess Yaoci huatl. After the decline
of the Mayan Enpire, sone 300 years
|ater, the rise of the Aztec
civilization arrived in the Valley
of Mexico as a sem -nonadic tribe

( MORE)



STUDENT 2
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JACK ( CONT' D)
known as Mexica about 1248. The
great island city of Tenochtitlan
cane about supposedly during a
festival dinner wwth the new rul er
of Cul huacan, Achiconetl, for his
daughter, in order to nake her the
goddess Yaoci huat | .

rai ses his hand.

STUDENT 2
How woul d t he daughter becone a
goddess at this dinner?

JACK
Unbeknown to the king, the Mexica
actually planned to sacrifice the
King's daughter. During the festival,
a priest cane out wearing her flayed
skin as part of the ritual. Upon
seeing this, the king and the people
of Cul huacan were horrified and
expelled the Mexica. Forced to flee,
in 1325 they went to a small island
on the west side of Lake Texcoco,
where they began to build their city
Tenochtitlan where they created a
|arge artificial island. Runor has
it that the Aztec god, Huitzlipochtli,
instructed the Aztecs to found their
city at the |location where they saw
an eagle, on a cactus, with a snake
inits talons. The Aztecs,
apparently, saw this vision on the
smal | island where Tenochtitlan was
f ounded.

JACK ( CONT' D)
As we | ook at Pre-Col unbi an history,
we see that weather sonetines played
a mpjor role in the decline of a
civilization, but weather was not
responsi ble for the decline of the
Aztec civilization. The Aztec island
city of Tenochtitlan, the capital of
the Aztec Enpire fell sonme six hundred
years after the fall of the Mayan
civilization due to the mani pul ation
of local factions and divisions by
Spani sh conqui st ador Hernan Cort és.
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JACK ( CONT' D)
Though nunerous battles were fought
bet ween the Aztecs and the Spani sh
arny, which was conposed of
predom nantly indi genous peoples, it
was the siege of Tenochtitlan that
was the final, decisive battle that
led to the downfall of the Aztec
civilization and marked the end of
the first phase of the Spanish
conquest of Mexi co.

Jack finishes his lecture on Pre-Col unbi an Archeol ogy and
the students clap. JACK takes a bow and wal ks of f the stage.

CUT TO
I NT. SOUTHWEST MUSEUM OF ARCHECLOGY OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Jack enter his office and sees a letter |eaning against his
coffee cup on his desk. Jack picks up the letter, the return
address says Juan Pedro Hernandez Ranbs, Mexico City. He
opens the letter and finds a letter, an airline ticket to
Mexico City, a photograph of the sun disc, and a cashier
check for $25,000. He reads the letter.

O S

Dear Jack, On behalf of the Mexico National Miseum of
Antiquity you are invited to exam ne the Golden Sun D sc
that you recovered as an agent of the Museum Per our
agreenent, we have issued a cashier check in the anmunt of
$25, 000 for your services. W have also included round trip
airfare to Mexico Cty. Sincerely, Juan Pedro Hernandez
Ranos.

Jack finishes reading the letter. He drops it onto the desk
as he picks up the cashier check.

JACK
(smling)
It is about time. My agreenent with
JUAN i ncl uded perm ssion to study
the artifact once it has been | ogged
into the nuseuminventory.

Jack picks up the photograph and examnes it. The photo
shows a gold sun disc wwth the island city of Tenochtitlan
on Lake Texcoco.

JACK (CONT' D)
Mexico City, here | cone.

FADE OUT
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FADE | N:
ACT TWO
EXT. MEXICO CI TY Al RPORT - AFTERNOON
Jack is wal king out of the airport in Mexico City. He is

greeted by Juan standing by a taxi. They exchange hugs and
pats on the back

JUAN

How have you been ny friend?
JACK

| can't conpl ain.
JUAN

It is so good to see you agai n.
JACK

| m ssed your ugly face.
JUAN

Hey, it's only been a nonth.
JACK

(1 aughi ng)

Yea, but a nonth w thout snakes and
rope bridges to worry about.

They clinb into a taxi and depart. Two tough | ooking nmen
step out of the airport. One man lights a cigarette. They
watch the taxi turn the corner. The man with the cigarette
takes out his cell phone and dials a nunber.

CUT TO
I NT. MEXI CO CI TY WAREHOUSE - MOVENTS LATER

The canera zoons in on a warehouse filled wth packing crates.
In the center of the roomis a long table filled with open
crates. Men are inserting gold artifacts and straw into the
crates, then marking the crates as farminplenents. The
canmera zoons toward the office on the second floor. Inside,
the BOSS, a fat man is sitting at his desk fanning hinself.

A ceiling fan spins slowy. A radio plays in the background.
Hi s cell phone rings. He answers it.

BOSS
Yes.

He listens on his cell phone. The only sounds is the ceiling
fan spinning slowy.
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BOSS ( CONT' D)
Foll ow them see if they led you to
t he gol den di sc.

Boss ends the conversation and flips this cell phone cl osed.
He Sm | es.

CUT TO
| NT. HOTEL BAR - AFTERNOON

Soft nmusic plays in the background. Several ceiling fans
spin slowly. A bartender is behind the bar w ping gl asses.
Jack and Juan are seated at a small table chatting. Two
tough | ooking men walk into the bar and sits at a table near
Jack and Juan. One of the nmen notions the bartender for two
beers.

JACK
| can't believe it has only been a
month since we were in the Tika
ruins.

Jack picks up his beer bottle and takes a sl ug.

JUAN
You really are good at finding | ost
artifacts.

JACK

The golden sun disc is the find of
the century.

JUAN
Yes, but the Aztec treasure will be
the find of alife tine.

JACK
Somretinmes | wonder what the Aztec's
woul d think of us looking for their
treasure trove?

JUAN
At | east we are not the Spanish
Conqui st ador s.

JACK
Just because we do not hoard it does
not mean we are not gold eaters like
Cort és and hi s Conqui st adors.

JUAN
W w il share their culture and their
weal t h through our Museum so no one
is really consum ng the gold.
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JACK
Yea, | guess you are right.

JUAN
The Aztec treasure trove belongs to
all the people of Mexico who are
their descendants.

JACK
Sonetinmes we tend to forget that the
peopl e of Mexico are the descendants
of this once m ght people.

JUAN
| am proud to have Aztec bl ood running
t hrough ny veins.

Jack finishes off his bottle of beer. He puts the bottle
down on the table and | eans cl oser to Juan.

JACK
(excitedly)
| can't wait to exam ne the artifact.

JUAN
(smling)
The artifact will be available to
you tonorrow norning for as long as
you needs it. Now, get sone rest
and I will pick you up at 8 AM sharp

JACK
| could use a good shower and sone
sl eep, those damm pl anes are so noi sy
that it is hard to get any rest.

CUT TO
EXT. MJSEUM BUI LDI NG - MORNI NG

The sane two tough nen are standing in front of the nuseum
as the taxi pulls up to the front and Jack and Juan clinb
out and wal k up the steps and into the nuseum proper. One
of the tough nen take his cigarette out of his nouth and
drops it to the sidewal k. He steps on the cigarette butt.
He | ooks around and then they follow JACK and JUAN into the
museum

CUT TO
I NT. MJUSEUM BUI LDI NG - MOMENTS LATER

The two tough men wal k down a hall to the information desk
where a guard is sitting.



25.

GUARD
| am sorry, but the Miseum does not
open until 10 AM

TOUGH MAN 1
W were suppose to neet JUAN and
JACK out front and we were late. W
are suppose to join themin their
meet i ng.

GUARD
(smling)
You are late. They are already headed
up to JUAN office. Take the stairs
on the right and on the second fl oor,
turn right and it is the last office
on the end.

CUT TO
I NT. JUAN S OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

The office is large, filled wth books, paintings, and
artifacts hanging on the walls, and off to one side is a

| arge alcove with a | arge picture wi ndow and an oak conference
tabl e.

Jack imedi ately wal ks over to the conference table where
t he gol den sun disc lay on a black valet cloth. He picks up
the sun disc. Juan walks to the table.

JACK
(amazed)
It is just as beautiful as | renmenber
it.

JUAN
The workmanship is second to none.

JACK
When do you have to lock it back up

JUAN
Take all the tinme you need JACK

Jack sits down and takes out his notebook then exam nes the
gol den sun disc, then turns it over and studi es the backsi de.
Canmera zoonms in on the pictographs on the sun disc.

Juan sits down across from Jack and takes out a cigarette.
He lights it and lets out a puff of snoke as he | ooks toward
the ceiling. Jack is busy exam ning the pictographic

carvi ngs.



JACK
It is the | anguage cal |l ed Nahuatl .

JUAN
| know the Aztec spoke Nahuatl, but
di d any ot her Indigenous people speak
it?

JACK
Nahuat| belongs to a | arge group of
| ndi an | anguages i ncl udi ng the
| anguages spoken by the Comanche,
Pi ma, Shoshone and other tribes of
western North Anerican.

JUAN
| didn't realize the | anguage was
spoken by your Anerican |ndians.

JACK
Yes, probably due to the influence
of the Aztec in their northward
expansi on.

Jack turns the gol den sun disc over and exam nes the
hi er ogl yphi c i cons.

JUAN
The | anguage used by both the Mayans
and the Aztecs were pictographs, a
formof glyphs that were represented
as bas-relief icons.

JACK
That is correct. The pictographs
are icons that synbolizes ideas and
sounds of the syl ables.

JUAN
So what does it say?

JACK
| am having sonme problens. These
icons seemto be a conposite of both
Mayan and Aztec synbol ogy. There
are sonme synbols that are unfamliar
tome. | will need sone help
transl ating them

JUAN
| have just the person for you. She
hol ds a doctorate in Mesoanerican
Languages and has been worki ng here
part tinme. | wll contact her.

26.
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JACK
| could use all the help that | can
get on this one.

JUAN
You will like her, she is pretty and
very smart. Her brother is also an
expert on Mayan and Aztec Codi ces.

JACK
| could use |l ooking at a pretty face,
after | ooking at your ugly nug during
our |ast expedition.

JUAN
| will admt she is better |ooking
than this old nug of m ne.

JACK
When can you contact this pretty
| ass?

Suddenly the door burst open and two tough nen enter into
the office. They rush over to Juan and Jack pointing pistols
at them

Juan stands up.

JUAN
What in the hell is the neaning of
this?

TOUGH MAN 2

Shut up ol d man.
Jack junps up fromthe table holding the sun disc.

TOUGH MAN 1
G ve ne that gold disc.

JACK
It wll do you no good. The sun
disc language is witten in a
pernmut ati on of Mayan and Aztec gl yphs.

TOUGH MAN 2
Shut up, hand that disc over now or
"1l kill you and take the disc.
JUAN

You can't be serious, this is a
nati onal treasure.
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TOUGH MAN 1
This is your last warning, hand it
over now.

As Jack starts to hand over the disc, Juan junps the first
man, there is a brief struggle, Juan is shot, and Tough Man
1 hits Jack over the head with his pistol, knocking him
unconsci ous.

The two tough men make off with the golden sun disc. Mnents
|ater, the old Guard rushes into the roomand finds Jack and
Juan on the floor. He grabs the tel ephone and calls the
pol i ce.

CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

Juan is in the hospital bed wwth an IV attached to his arm
as Jack enters the room Jack wal ks over to the bed.

JACK
How are you feeling?

JUAN
How do you think | feel after being
shot .

JACK
(smling)
Hey, | know how you feel. | have
been there and done that al so.

JUAN
(smling)
It's not serious, but it hurts like
hell, but |osing the golden sun disc
hurts nore.

JACK
Don't worry ny friend. | wll find
t he di sc.

JUAN
You nust stop them before the thieves
can | oot the tonb.

JACK
You just get well, I will track down
t hose thieves.

JUAN
M casa es us casa. Please use ny
home and office as your hone and
of fice.
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JACK
Thank you ny friend, I wll not |eave
Mexico until the artifact is

recover ed.
CUT TO
| NT. MEXI CO C TY WAREHOUSE - EVEN NG

The canera zoonms in on a warehouse filled with crates. Men
are inserting gold artifacts into straw filled crates, then
mar ki ng the crates as farmi npl enents.

The canera zoons toward the office on the second fl oor.
Inside, Boss is sitting at his desk fanning hinself. A
ceiling fan spins slowy. A radio plays in the background.
A tall Hi spanic is exam ning the golden sun disc. JOSE
wearing a white suite and a Panama hat is standing in the
corner of the office snoking a cigarette.

BGSS
(smling)
Can you read the pictographs?

TALL H SPAN C
Yes, | can read sone of the
pi ct ogr aphs.

BCSS
| asked you if you could read all of
t he pictographs on the disc.

TALL HI SPANI C
(worri ed)
No Senior, these pictographs are a
conposite of Aztec and Mayan di al ect.
| can't read sone of the glyphs and
w thout them the translation is not
possi bl e.

BOSS
(anxi ous)
Who can transl ate these hierogl yphic
synbol s?

TALL HI SPANI C
| do not know, perhaps soneone at
the University.

BOSS
(evil smle)
Thank you for your tine.

Boss opens his desk drawer and renoves a pistol. He shoots
the Tall Hi spanic. JOSE wal ks over to the desk.
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JOSE
So now what do we do?
BGOSS
(t hi nki ng)

We return the damm sun disc to JACK
and let himworry about getting it
transl at ed.

JOSE
(per pl exed)
How wi | | that help us?

BOSS
(smling)
You will deliver the disc back to
JACK, tell himyou are with Mlitary
Intelligence who will fund the search
for the m ssing treasure.

JOSE
(questi oni nQg)
Wiy would Mlitary intelligence want
to search for the m ssing treasure?

Boss | eans back in his chair and pulls a cigar out of his
desk, snips The end and lights it. He blows a blue cloud of
snoke into the air. He takes the cigar out of his nmouth and
| ooks at Jose.

BGSS
The treasure trove IS a nationa
treasure and the MIlitary Governnent
wants to see it is returned to the
peopl e of Mexi co.

JOSE
(smling)
| get it, I will go along as the
representative of the Mlitary
Gover nnent .
BOSS
(Sm 1ing)
Yes, now you get it.
JOSE
And when | get the location of the
treasure, | wll kill everyone. |

li ke that idea.

Jose wraps the golden sun disc in a |leather cloth and wal ks
out of the office.

CUT TO
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EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

A lone man dressed in black with a tattoo of SS Bolts on his
left wist, watches as Jose carrying a | eather bundle clinbs
into his car and drives off. The |one man takes out his
cell phone and talks into it.

CUT TO
I NT. NAZI MANSI ON - MOMVENTS LATER

The Conference roomis laid out wwth dark paneling, a giant
Nazi flag is draped fromthe ceiling to floor. A large
painting of Htler hangs on one wall. The wall behind the
conference table has the German swasti ka hangi ng on the wall.
Each nenber sitting at the conference table has a tattoo of
SS Bolts on their left wist.

They anxiously await their |eaders report. Prof. Wlfstein
is sitting at his desk tal king, he then flips shut his cel
phone and wal ks over to the conference table.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Soon, we will have the | egendary
Aztec treasure. Nothing wll stop
the Fuhrer's's dream of GCernani a.

NAZI NMEMBER
How wi || we know when they find the
map to the treasure site?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
One of the porters will be repl aced
wi th one of our own, a local man who
is loyal to Germany. He will alert
us by radio where the map i s hidden.

NAZI NMEMBER
VWhat will we do when we |l earn of the
maps | ocati on?

PROF. WOLFSTEI' N

Once we know, we will nove in and
recover the map before Dr. HOGAN can
arrive.

NAZI NMEMBER

VWhat about Dr. HOGAN?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
W will have no further use of Dr.
HOGAN, he wi Il disappear in the jungle
forever.
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Al'l of the Nazis stand and gives the Nazi Salute, Sieg Heil!
CUT TO
| NT. MJUSEUM OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

Jack is in Juan's office packing his gear when there is a
knock on the door. Jack wal ks to the door and opens it. A
young man and worman is standing in front of the door.

JACK
Can | help you?

JENNY
| am senorita Jennifer Conceptidn
Her nandez Lopez and this is my brother
DON JUAN Her nandez Lopez.

She is a pretty woman and Jack stutters for a mnute before
aski ng what he can do for her.

JACK
So how can | help you?

JENNY
Are you Dr. JACK HOGAN?

JACK
Yes, | am

JENNY and DON JUAN wal k pass Jack and enter the office.
Jenny wal k to the wi ndow and then she turns around facing
Jack.

JENNY
JUAN Pedro Hernandez Ranobs is ny
father. Didn't he tell you we were
com ng?

JACK
No, he didn't say a thing.

JENNY
He told you he woul d get soneone to
hel p you translate the disc, didn't
he?

JACK
Yes, he did, but he did not say it
was hi s daughter

JENNY
Be that as it may, he asked us to
help you in the transl ation.

( MORE)
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JENNY ( CONT' D)
However, now that it is m ssing, we
are will help you in your search

Jack noves toward JENNY and sm | es.

JACK

| have no need of tag along's.
JENNY

You are wong. You will need us.

You do not speak our | anguage nor
can you translate the Aztec-Myan
hi erogl yphic i cons on the sun disc.

JACK
And you can translate this Aztec-
Mayan hi erogl yphi ¢ | anguage?

JENNY
| got ny doctorate in Mesoanerican
Languages, specializing in Mayan
hi erogl yphics and a mnor in the
Nahuat | | anguage.

Don Juan steps toward his sister

DON JUAN
While ny sister can translate it, |
have read the Aztec Codex that
describes the journey taken by the
Aztec warriors when they hid the

t reasure.

JACK
Then we will not need the sun disc
after all.

DON JUAN

Unfortunately, that is not correct.
The Codex describes the journey, but
we need the disc to know where to
begin that journey. Wthout the sun
di sc and the Codex, you w Il never
find the treasure trove. | have a
phot ogr aphi ¢ nenory and | have
commtted the entire Codex to nenory.

JACK
(shrugging his
shoul der s)
| see | amboxed in, | have no choice
but to ask both of you to join ne.
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JENNY
(smling)
Fat her said you were a smart gringo.

JACK
| admt | amweak in both Mayan and
Azt ec | anguages.

JENNY
Because of this weakness, you wl|
m ss the real neaning hidden in the

sun di sc.

JACK
What you say is true, but it is
academ c until | can find and

recovered the sun disc.

[imman wearing a white suit and a Panama hat is hol ding

knock at the door. Jack walks to the door and opens it.
S
| eat her bundl e, he extends his hand.

A
A
a

JOSE
Dr. JACK HOGAN?

JACK
Yes.

Jack shakes hands with JOSE

JOSE
Allow ne to introduce nyself. For
t he purpose of this neeting ny nane
is JOSE.

Jack starts to say sonething, but Jose quickly unwaps the
| eat her bundl e revealing the golden sun disc.

JACK
How did you get it?

JOSE
Let me start off by saying that |
wor k for Mexican Intelligence.

JACK
(surprised)
You're a spy?

JOSE
| cannot confirmor deny. However,
| was appoi nted the custodi an of
this artifact.



JACK
You are getting ahead of the story,
how did the artifact conme into your
possessi on?

JOSE
The thieves were under surveill ance
for sone tinme and when Mlitary
Intelligence raided their warehouse,
we found this sun disc. The thieves
confessed after sone encouragenent.
We found JUAN in the hospital and he
asked that this sun disc be given to
you so you can use it to find the
treasure trove.

JACK
(shrugs)
Ckay, | will buy that, but we have
no funds to equip an expedition to
recover the treasure.

JOSE
Money is not a problem M superiors
will fund any and all expenses
necessary to recover the treasure
trove.

JENNY

(questi oni nQg)
Now why woul d t he Mexi can Gover nnent
want to finance this expedition?

JOSE
The treasure trove belongs to the
peopl e of Mexico. The gover nment
wants to be sure the treasure stays
in Mexico and does not end up in the
hands of private collectors.

JACK
Best news | have heard all day.

Jenny takes the golden sun disc and sits down at the
conference table. Don Juan joins her at the table. She
exam nes the hieroglyphics and tal ks with Don Juan. She
suddenly sm | es.

JACK (CONT' D)
You have translated it already?

JENNY
It is apparent that the Aztec wanted
to hide the treasure far fromthe
gol d eaters.

35.



JOSE
VWho or what are the gold eaters?

JENNY
The Spani sh Conqui stadors were call ed
gol d eaters because their appetite
for gold was unstoppabl e.

JACK
VWll, don't keep us in suspends.

JENNY
According to this description, the
treasure was transported sout hward
by one hundred warriors and deposited
in a great tonb. They left clues
along the way to find the treasure.

JACK
Do you know any nore about who was
in charge of these one hundred
warriors?

JENNY
The treasure trove was under the
direction of their chief Cty
Desi gner, a nman by the nanme of
Nezahual coyotl, who was the architect
of the dikes that created the island
city of Tenochtitlan. He created
Texcoco's Gol den Age. Nezahual coyot |
| eft clues along the way so others
could recover the treasure after his
peopl e destroyed the gold eaters.
This man was a geni us, and you better
believe the treasure is booby-trapped.

JOSE
VWhat does the nanme Nezahual coyot |
mean?

JENNY
It nmeans Coyote who Fasts.

JOSE
VWhat in the hell does that nean?

JENNY
Apparently he must have been |ike a
shaman or sone other spiritual |eader
who neditated while fasting.

JACK
So where do we start?

36.
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Jenny and Don Juan conpare notes and then Jenny turn to Jack.

CUT TO

JENNY
W start with the first clue. The
sun disc says that we wll find the
first clue in the heart of the rabbit.

JOSE
| don't understand what is neant by
the heart of a rabbit?

JACK
That is a good question. Jenny do
you know what's neant by the heart
of a rabbit.

JENNY
No, | do not.

DON JUAN
It sounds like | have to spend sone
time roam ng through the Miseum
records to see if | can turn up

anyt hi ng.
JACK

How long will it take you?
DON JUAN

| have no idea, it could be a few
hours or it could take a few days.

JOSE
W have to know where to start,
suggest we |let DON JUAN get to his
research and we neet again tonight
at 10 PM and hopefully, he will have
an updat e.

I NT. MJUSEUM OFFI CE - NI GHT

Jack, Jose,

and Jenny are sitting around the conference table

in JUAN s office waiting for Don Juan to arrive.

JENNY
| sure hope ny brother has found
somnet hi ng.

JOSE

If he hasn't we will never find the
treasure.
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The office doors opens and in wal ks Don Juan a smle on his

f ace.

FADE OUT

JACK
Did you find the answer to the riddle?

DON JUAN
| sure did. The heart of the rabbit
refers to the Mayan city of the sane
name. The rabbit was the icon for
the ancient Mayan city of Pal enque
that used the rabbit as its enmbl em

gl yph.

JACK
Do you have any idea where in this
ancient ruins we mght the next clue?

DON JUAN
According to ny research and from
what | read in the Aztec Codex, the
pl ace we seek is called the Tenple
of the Skull.

JOSE
What ki nd of skull?

JENNY
The skull is that of a rabbit
naturally. 1It's the icon of the
city.

JOSE
So where is this Pal enque?

DON JUAN
It is located in the southern part
of Mexico. It was first discovered

in 1773, but was |ost again until
1841 when expl orers John LI oyd

St ephens and Frederick Catherwood
di scovered the lost city.

JENNY
| seemto recall that this city was
consi dered the nost beautifully Myan
city-states and one of the | oveliest
archaeol ogical sites in the world.

JOSE
Then we better get started for this
lost city first thing in the norning.
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FADE | N:
| NT. PALENQUE JUNGLE - DAY

Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose trek through the jungle.
Overhead the tropical birds chatter, the how er nonkeys
screamng at the top of their lungs. They clinb down banks
and up steep hills. They slash vines and jungle grass making
their way through the jungle. They finally reach the ruin
city.

Pal enque | ay nestled am dst steep and thickly jungle forested
hills shrouded in lacy msts. A rushing brook nmeanders
through the city center. Linestone buildings are coated

with white plaster and painted in a rai nbow of pastel hues.
The porters set up canp on the edge of the ruins.

JENNY
God, this has a magical look to it.

JOSE
| T | ooks |ike any other ruins we
have encountered. The jungle vines
are covering nost of the ruins.

JACK
JENNY is right, this Mayan ruins
al nost feels magical. Look at the

astronom cal observatory.
Jack points to a large conplex with a tower in the m ddle.

JENNY
Fromthe tower, on the day of the
W nter sol stice, an observer wll
see the sun set directly over the
Tenpl e of the Inscriptions.

JOSE
Way is that inportant.

JENNY
It part of the Mayan people
under st andi ng of the cosnos.

JOSE
You nmake it sound |li ke these Mayans
t hought about God and stuff.

JENNY
They did in their own way. They
searched the heavens for answers to
their daily lives.
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DON JUAN
Okay, now where is this Tenple of
t he Skul | ?

JENNY

| am not sure, so far archeol ogists
have uncovered only 35 out of over
500 structures thought to be here.

JOSE
G eat, 35 out of 500 structures, our
odds just went south.

Don Juan turns to Jose and snil es.

DON JUAN
| know, to you a glass is always
hal f enpty and never half full.

Jose shakes his head.

JACK
Qur luck is not that bad, the Tenple
of the Skull was one of the first
structures to be expl ored.

DON JUAN
The Tenple of the Skull is |ocated
just behind the plaza on the south
si de.

JOSE
And just how in hell do you know
that smart guy?

DON JUAN
(smling)
Sinple, | have a map drawn during

the 1841 expedition.

JOSE
(questi oni nQg)
Just where did you find such a map?

DON JUAN
(smling)
Before we left Mexico Gty, | did
sone research and found a copy in
the Museum archives. | made a copy
of it.

The various tenples are covered with dense jungle vines. A
smal | stream neanders through the plaza. Monkeys are sw ngi ng
fromthe trees as parrots squawk fromthe trees. They stand
in the plaza. The main conplex lies before them
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JACK
Just ook at the main conplex with
the astronony tower. That nust have
been where the Mayan's rulers |ived.

JENNY
Most archeol ogi sts suggest it was
their political center, maybe even
their religious center.

JOSE
Forget the history, lets find the
Tenpl e of the Skull and find the
next cl ue.

Don Juan exam nes his map

DON JUAN
According to the map, it should be
over there.

Don Juan points to a tenple. They walk toward the tenple
and stop at the base of the steep step tenple.

JOSE
Look at those steps.

JACK
It is not as bad as sone of the ruins
that rises over 200 feet.

JENNY
Well, lets get with it. The clue is
somewhere up there at the top

They slowly clinb the steps to the top of the tenple. They
reach the top and stare at the skull.

DON JUAN
There is your skull. Some
archeol ogi sts thinks it | ooks human,
but | ook at those front buck teeth,
that is definitely a rabbit.

The canera zoons in on the skull.

JOSE
| don't know about you, but is place
gives nme the creeps. | feel like |

am bei ng wat ched.

JENNY
| didn't think that you spy guy's
wer e superstitious.
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JOSE
, but this place gives ne the

m _not
es.

I 1
willi

JACK
Now it is time to light those torches
and get to work.

CUT TO
I NT. TEMPLE OF THE SKULL - MOMENTS LATER

They enter the archway | eading into the stone tenple hol di ng
their torches. Inside the tenple are dozens of the enbl em
gl yph as bas-relief. 1In the center of the stone roomis an
altar, bone fragnents litter the floor. Their torch flanes
dance across the walls. The sounds of crushing bones is
heard as they wal k across the floor.

JENNY
God, what am | stepping on?

JACK
You don't want to know.

DON JUAN
My sister, you are wal king on the
bones of human sacrifices offered on
this altar sone twel ve hundred years
ago.

JENNY
That is just great.

Jose | ooks around the room

JOSE
(questi oni nQg)
Any idea where we will find the clue?

JACK
Since the tenple has already been
explored, it is safe to presune that
it was not |aying about with the
tenple artifacts.

DON JUAN
Ckay, that neans that there is a
secret roomused by the Mayans and
di scovered by the Aztec's.

JACK
Let's exam ne the bas-relief for a
hi dden door or | ever.

( MORE)
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JACK ( CONT' D)
| found an enerald mask in a secret
cache behind a bas-relief. Maybe we
will get lucky here.

Everyone is busy checking the various gl yphs. They push and
pull on the icons, but no success. No hidden passage way or
room

JENNY
| can't find anything secret cache
in any of the glyphs | checked.

DON JUAN
Me neither.

JOSE
Sane here.

Jack | ooks at the altar.

JACK
| have an i dea.

Jack wal ks to the altar. He exam nes the various glyphs on
the altar. He pushes, pulls, and twists all of the
projections. Suddenly the altar slides back revealing a
steep stairs descending into the dark interior.

JOSE
Do we have to worry about booby traps?

DON JUAN
Hi storically, the Aztec's loved their
booby traps.

JACK
Great, now we have to worry about
not springing a trap.

JENNY
| don't think we have to start
worrying yet, this secret room was
built by the Mayans.

CUT TO
| NT. SECRET ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

They wal ked down the dark stairs and through a short tunnel
until they arrive in a large chanber. Torch lights flicker
on the walls gives an eerie atnosphere. Bones are scattered
on the floor. 1In one corner was a small stack of jade
artifacts. Sone gold figurines lay on the floor near the
collection of jade artifacts.
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A dust covered |inestone box shaped sarcophagus sits in one
corner of the room

They each wal k over to the wall

JENNY
This secret room was not discovered
by the archeol ogists. It |ooks |like

it was a vaulted tonb for royalty.

JOSE
Then that neans the clue may still
be here, along with the wealth of
this king.

DON JUAN
Yes, but the question is where is
t hat cl ue.

JACK
Only one way to find out, each of
you take a separate wall and check
for secret caches.

of the bas-relief. They push, pull, and tw st

gl yphs.

Not hi ng happens. After exam ning al

in the roomthey wal k back toward the stairs.

JOSE
That was fun, but where in the hel
is that clue?

JACK
If the secret cache is not in the
walls, then it has to be either on
the floor or ceiling.

DON JUAN
That sounds | ogical, maybe there is
a secret door that opens up a sub
chanber below this floor.

They qui ckly exam ne the floor for any kind of

to open the access to a secret

JACK
| can find nothing.
JENNY
Sane for ne.
DON JUAN

| think we can rule out the floor
for containing any kind of |ever.

and carefully exam ne each

each of the
of the walls

rel ease | ever

room beneath the fl oor.
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JACK
kay, that |eaves the ceiling.

JOSE
So how do we reach the ceiling? It
nmust be seven or eight feet tall.

Jack ignores JOSE. He wal ks around the room hol ding his
torch toward the ceiling. Suddenly his torch flame flickers
froman air draft comng fromthe ceiling.

JACK
| have sonet hi ng here.

Jose, Jenny, and Don Juan wal k over to where Jack is standing.
He is | ooking up at the ceiling.

JOSE
What did you find?

JACK
There is an air current here, it is
maki ng ny torch flicker.

DON JUAN
So how do we get up to the ceiling?

Jack | ooks around in the room and sees the |imestone
sar cophagus.

JACK
W will use that sarcophagus to stand
on and | think I can then reach the
ceiling.

JENNY
That woul d be profaning the dead.

JOSE
What does that guy care, he's dead.
We need to recover the clue to find
t he Aztec Treasure.

JENNY
You nake a good point.

They all go over to the sarcophagus and slowy push it across
the floor so it is directly below the spot on the ceiling

with the air current. Jack clinbs up on the stone sarcophagus
and exam nes the ceiling.

DON JUAN
Do you see anythi ng?
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JACK
| see a hole in the stone sl ab.

JENNY
Be careful, you have no idea what is
living in that hole.

JACK
| have no choice if we want to find
that secret room

Jack extends his hand into the hole and feels around. He
finds a | ever. He pushes, nothing happens, he pulls and

t hey hear a deep-throated groaning noise as the stone slab
noved behind themrevealing a dark tunnel

JENNY
You did it.

Jack junps down fromthe sarcophagus. They all rush over to
the entrance to the dark tunnel

CUT TO
| NT. SECRET TUNNEL - MOMENTS LATER

A long dark tunnel is hewed out of stone. They enter the
tunnel as the flanes fromtheir torches dance on the walls.

JENNY
Renmenber what | said about booby
traps. Now would be good tine to be
really alert.

JOSE
ried)

(wor
Il be the rear guard.

| wi
DON JUAN
(smling)

And just what do we have to fear
fromthe rear?

They wal ked t hrough the tunnel, stopping at torches attached
to the wall. They |light each of these torches. Jack in the
| ead when he suddenly stopped. He knelt down to the ground

and exam ned the floor of the tunnel.

JENNY
What do you see?

Don Juan and Jose quickly stepped up close to Jack and | ooked
at what he was pointing to on the floor.
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JACK
The fl oor drops down here. It does
not appear natural. | think we have

found our first booby trap.

DON JUAN
Okay, how do we trigger it wthout
becom ng its victins?

Jack took his torch and using the ower length of the torch
hit the floor with the wood end. Nothing happened. Jack
slans the torch down hard on the floor. Suddenly, the floor
vi brates and drops into a deep pit | eaving only stone col ums
in the mddle of the tunnel, as stepping stones.

JOSE
Good thing we didn't walk on that.

Jose pointed to the collapsed fl oor.

JENNY
W need to keep noving, we nust find
t hat cl ue.

Jack, Jenny, Jose, and Don Juan cross the stone pillars to
the other side. Once on the other side of the booby trap,
they continued down the tunnel until they cone to a |l arge
roomthat sits about two feet below the floor of the tunnel.

CUT TO
I NT. LARGE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

A | arge room hewed out of stone lies before them The roons
fl oor seenms to quiver. Jose tosses his torch into the center
of the room it sinks and disappears. The roomis filled
with a dark brackish water. A stone altar stands in the

m ddl e of the roomwth a stone box resting on it.

JACK
(shivering)
The water could be any depth.

JENNY
(surprised)
The altar is surround by a nmoat. |
wonder if they have crocs in the
noat .

DON JUAN
Tal k about a clever booby trap. The
wat er coul d hi de snakes or crocs or
anyt hing el se that dangerous,
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JOSE
Such as sone ot her booby trap hidden
by the water.

JENNY
JACK, how are we going to get to
that altar?

JACK
I " m t hi nki ng.

The torch flanmes are flickering across the room causing
shadows to dance on the wall. Suddenly a large ten foot
yel |l owi sh boa constrictor slithers down the wall and enters
the water behind the altar. Small waves radi ate out pass
the altar.

DON JUAN
Hey, | just saw wave novenent in the
wat er .

JENNY
VWhat was it?

DON JUAN

| couldn't tell

JENNY
Maybe it was not hing, sonething fel
fromthe ceiling.

DON JUAN
Maybe you're right.

JACK
| got an idea. |If | stay along the
wal | edge and circle around to the
rear of the altar, | should avoid
any traps under the water.

JOSE
The Aztec's nust figure that the
i nvaders would walk directly to the
altar and thus trigger any traps.

JENNY
VWhat about the novenent in the water?

JACK
|'ve no idea, but there is only one
way to get that stone box and that
is for nme to go after it, unless
there i s soneone el se who wants to
volunteer for this job
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Total silence in the tunnel, no one said anything.

Jack slips into the water that conmes up to his waist. He
slowy noves along the wall in a clockw se manner. Suddenly
wave novenents in the water.

JENNY
(excitedly)
JACK, sonething noving toward you in
t he water.

Jack turns and | ooks back at Jenny. He sees nothing, he
turns around and is suddenly attacked by the underwater boa
constrictor. He struggles and is forced under the water.
The water becomes turbulent as Jack fights off the snake.

Jack grabs his machete fromhis belt and starts hacki ng away
at the boa constrictor. They toss and turn under water.

Bl ood starts to fill the water as Jack continues to hack
away at the snake. The coils around Jack slacken and Jack
frees hinself fromthe deadly grip. Jack springs to the
surface and fills his lungs with air.

The dead boa constructor floats to the surface a few feet
away from Jack.

JACK
(shaken)
| hate snakes.
JENNY
Are you alright?
JACK
Yea, | amjust love fighting for ny
life with a huge snake. It makes ny

day.

Jack wades to the altar and renoves the stone box. He wades
back to the tunnel as JOSE gives hima hand to hel p hi mout
of the water.

DON JUAN
Are you hurt?

JACK
| " m okay, but | have had enough
excitenment for one day, lets get the
hell out of Dodge City.
CUT TO
| NT. SECRET ROOM - LATER

I nside the secret room Jack gives the stone box to JENNY
who opens it and takes out a Codex.
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Don Juan and Jenny spend sone tinme exam ning the codex using
the lights fromtheir torches. Don Juan points to sone glyphs
and chats with Jenny.

JENNY
(smling)
The clue is sinple, the Codex refers
to a city that faces the sumer
sol sti ce.

JACK
Do you know which city faces the
summer sol stice?

JENNY

(smling)
There is only one Mayan ruins on the
Yucat an Peninsul a where all of the
structures face northeast and that
i s Yaxchilan al ong the Mexico
Guatemal a border. This is where we
will find the next clue left by
Nezahual coyot | .

FADE OUT
FADE | N:
EXT. JUNGLE YUCATAN PENI NSULA - AFTERNOON

Deep thick jungle, canera zoons in on nenbers of the

expedi tion including Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose, al ong
with porters carrying the supplies. Jack hacks away at vines
as they nove through the jungle. How er nonkeys scream from
the treetops. Tropical birds chatter fromtree tops. They
enter a clearing.

JACK
This | ooks |ike a good place for our
canp tonight.

JOSE

Wiy so soon?

JACK
It gets dark quickly here and we
don't want to be setting up canp in
t he dark.

The porters set up tents and get a fire going. Jose wal ks
over to Jack and points at the fire.

JOSE
Wiy the fire, it hot as bl azes.
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JACK

To keep the predators out of canp.
JOSE

What predators, | have seen not hing.
JACK

WIld pigs, jaguars, panthers, and
ot her four-legged creatures that
prey on the two-|egged kind. It
al so keeps the snakes away.

Jose | ooks around and shi vers.
CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE CAMP - NI GHT

They are sitting around the fire; The jungle is alive with
sounds of the night. How er nonkeys screech fromthe
treetops, a jaguar screans in the jungle. DON JUAN wal ks
out frominside the tent and sits in a vacant canp chair by
the fire. The porters are sitting at a fire on the other
side of canp. Suddenly a blood curling screamshatters the
ni ght .

JOSE
(frighten)
VWhat was that screanf

JACK

(grins)
That was the jaguars | tal ked about
earlier.

JOSE
| guess if that jaguar is hungry, a
tent wall would not stop it.

DON JUAN
No, it wouldn't, but don't worry,
the porters will keep the fires
burning all night.

Jack | ooks at Don Juan.
JACK
How do you know t hat
Yaxchilan is the right ruins?

Don Juan |leans forward in his chair.



DON JUAN
According to the Aztec Codex that |
read, the next clue was left at the
ruins facing the sumer sol stice.

JOSE
(questi oni nQg)
How do we know t hat Yaxchilan faces
t he sumrer sol stice?

Jack stirs the fire with a stick. Jenny leans forward in
her chair.

JENNY
| know because British explorers
began to inspect, explore, and nap
the ruins in the |ate 1800s. Their
map clearly shows the buil dings and
stone sl abs facing the sumer
sol sti ce.

JOSE
This could be a wld goose chase,
|'"'m sure there are other ruins facing
t he sumrer sol stice.

JENNY
No, that's not true, only Yaxchilan
faces the sunmmer sol stice. None of
the other ruins share this alignnent
characteristics.

JACK
And just where is this Yaxchilan?

JENNY
Yaxchilan |ies on the banks of the
Usamaci nta River that is the border
for Mexico and Guatenmal an. There
are no roads to these ruins; the
only way to the ruins is by boat up
t he Usamaci nta River.

JOSE
Just how big are these ruins?

JENNY
According to the British Expedition
there are over 120 structures and
nuner ous stone sl abs or stel ae, as
the British called them These stone
sl abs hel d hieroglyphic bas-relief.
| suspect the Aztec left sone kind
of marker to the | ocation of the
next cl ue.

52.
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m ght not be a Stele, it mght be
S

|t
lintels.

JOSE
VWhat in hell are lintel s?

DON JUAN

Lintels are horizontal bl ocks that
span two supports. The Mayans | ove
to carve pictographs on these lintels
and Yaxchilan has sixty lintels and

a coupl e dozen stel ae.

JOSE

So how are we going to know which
stele or lintels is the right one?

JACK
That is the $64 questi on.

JOSE

So are you telling nme you have no
i dea where the next clue is hidden

in this Mayan ruin?

Jack leans forward in his chair and | ooks at Jose.

JACK

Ar cheol ogy does not have maps with

an X marked on it that says dig here.
We have to study the ruins and | ooks
for anything that m ght be outside
the patterns used by the Mayan peopl e.
The answer will be found in finding

this mnor difference that w |l

set

it apart, which is the key to finding

t he cl ue.

They | ean back in their chairs and stare into the fire. The
ni ght sounds echo through the canp, the fire crackles, and

t he darkness seens to enshroud the canp.
CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE CAMP - MOMENTS LATER

A porter stands off to one side of the canpfire and hi dden

by a tent listening to the conversations.
into the darkness and rushes down a trai

dar kened jungl e.

He slowy slides
deep inside the

He stops at a large tree where he uncovers jungle grass
revealing a radio transmtter. He talks on the radio.
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Hgh in the tree sits a jaguar. It stares down at the porter
and slowy clinbs dowmn the tree to an overhanging linb. As
the porter finishes his radio nessage the jaguar | eaps onto
the native. The porter blood curling screamfills the night
air.

CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE CAMP - CONTI NUOUS

The expedition nmenbers are sitting around the canpfire
drinking coffee as suddenly a terrible screans breaks the
jungl e sounds. A horrific human scream Everyone junps up.

JOSE
That was no jaguar. The scream cane
from behind the tents.

DON JUAN
| renmenber seeing a trail behind the
tents.

JACK
A porter nust have wandered of f down
that trail.

The nmen grab their rifles and rushes down the trail wth
torches. They find the porter dead. Don Juan kneels down
and exam nes the body.

DON JUAN
He was maul ed to death by a jaguar
or sone other |arge jungle cat.
Jose points to the radio transmtter.

JOSE
He was using the radio transmtter.

Jack wal ks over to the radio transmtter.

JACK
Sonebody is keeping track of us.
DON JUAN
Notice all of the dials are | abel ed
in CGernman.
JACK

(shaki ng his head)
PROF. WOLFSTEI N and those damm Nazi s.

JOSE
What do you nean?



Jack sits

JACK
PROF. WOLFSTEIN and his damm Nazi
goons are after the Aztec treasure
to fund Hitler's damm enpire.

JOSE
VWho is this PROF. WOLFSTEI N?

down on hi s hunches.

JACK
PROF. WOLFSTEI N t eaches Archeol ogy
at the University of Berlin. He is
a grave robber, a thief who steals
artifacts to sell on the black market
to the highest bidder. He would
sell his own nother if the price was
right.

JOSE
How do you know he is working for
t he Nazis?

JACK
Recently he has been working for
Htler and the Hmer's SS goons.
He has been seeking out ancient
artifacts runored to be associ ated
with the occult. | have had
experience wwth himin the past,
none of it good.

DON JUAN
What ki nd of experiences?

JACK
He stole an enerald Chac nask from
me |ast year. The Nazis will not
stop until they get their hands on
this Aztec treasure.

JOSE
We cannot allow Nazis to get their
hands on Mexico's national treasures.
Sadly, we nust presune that the Nazis
know of our plans and where we are
headi ng.

Jose spits on the dead body.

JACK
Then we will have to be one step ahead
i

I
of the Nazis.

55.
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DON JUAN
That may not be so easy.

CUT TO
I NT. NAZI MANSI ON - LATER

Prof. Wlfstein is standing at the head of the oak conference
table. Men of varying ages are dressed in white suits are
seated at the conference table watching him

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Good news. Qur man on DR HOGAN s
expedition has infornmed us of the
| ocation of the Mayan ruins that has
the final clue to the treasure.

VH TE SU T MAN
(smling)
Vell, where is it | ocated?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
The final clue is at Yaxchil an. It
is |ocated on the banks of the
Usamaci nta Ri ver that separates Mexico
and CGuat enal an.

VH TE SU T MAN
We nust get there first.

Prof. Wl fstein points to Nazi Man 1 stand near the conference
tabl e.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Arrange transportati on, we nust get
to Yaxchil an ahead of DR HOGAN and
find the map.

The Nazi sol dier salutes and wal ks out of the room PROF
WOLFSTEIN smles and lights a cigar. He picks up a w ne
gl ass and offers a toast.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N ( CONT' D)
Here to a success conclusion and to
our bel oved Fuhrer's's vision.

The other nmen at the conference table raise their wne gl asses
and nod in agreenent.

CUT TO
EXT. YAXCH LAN RU NS - AFTERNOON

A helicopter is sitting in a plaza center near the ruins.
The pilot is smoking a cigarette |eaning against the
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helicopter. Nazi soldiers are busy searching the ruins.

Prof. Wolfstein and the SS Nazi O ficer are sitting in chairs
under the shade of a tent. Prof. Wlfstein is snoking his
cigar as SITE NAZI 1 wal ks up to him

SITE NAZI 1
We have exam ned all of the structures
and can find no hidden panels or
secret doors.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Have you checked the lintels?

SITE NAZI 1
VWhat are lintel s?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Lintels are horizontal bl ocks that
span two supports.

Prof. Wbl fstein points to a nearby structure and poi nts out
the lintel block between he two supports. The Site Nazi 1
sal utes and wal ks away.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
Real | y PROF. WOLFSTEI N, you cannot
expect ny nen to really find this
clue, we do not even know what it
will ook like. It will requires a
dozen archeol ogi sts to discover the
hi dden | ocation of this clue.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
No, | really did not expect to find
the clue, but it was worth a try.
W w il pull out of here shortly and
wait until DR HOGAN arrives sonetine
t onmor r ow.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
How will we find the clue if we pull
out ?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| expect that he will find the clue
and then | will relieve himof it.
He has to travel to this ruin by
river boat so we will wait down river
until he returns to the vill age.

SS Nazi O ficer glances at his watch.
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SS NAZI OFFI CER
| will give nmy nen another three
hours of searching before we pull
out .

The canmera noves fromprof. Wl fstein and the SS Nazi O ficer
to the Nazi soldiers searching the plaza, exam ning each
stone slab. Oher soldiers are busy looking at lintels
supported by the col ums.

CUT TO

EXT. FRONTERA CORCGZAL TOWN DOCK, USAMACI NTA RI VER -
CONTI NUOUS

Ri ver boats are lined up along the shore. The usanacinta
river is shallow and slow neaning as it passes the dock.
Wal ki ng out of the jungle, Jack walks into the town foll owed
by Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose. The streets are dusty, the
wooden buildings in need of repair. A sign hangs in front
of one building, watering hole. They enter the buil ding.

CUT TO
I NT. WATERI NG HOLE - MOMENTS LATER

They sit at a table and order beer. The bartender brings
over four glasses of warm beer.

JACK

| never will get use to warm beer.
DON JUAN

You will if you spend nore tine here,

no such thing as col d beer.

JENNY
| could care less, this beer is sure
taki ng the dust our of ny throat.

Jose raises his beer glass for a toast.

JOSE
Here's too finding the clue before
the Nazis find it.

The others return the toast by clinking their beer gl asses
t oget her.

JACK
JOSE, why don't you line up a river
boat for tonorrow. We will stay
here tonight and get a start the
first thing tonorrow norning.
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DON JUAN
Why not push on and be at the tenple
site tonight?

JENNY
It is not safe to travel at night,
especially on this river. Up river
the water is very swift and is noted
for its treacherous rocks.

JACK
| am sure one night will not hurt us
to have a soft bed and a bath.

JENNY
| could use a hot bath and a good
ni ght sleep w thout worrying about
creepy crawl ers or jungle cats.

JACK
The porters will stay here until we
return. | do not want to take a

chance that any nore of themare
wor ki ng for PROF. WOLFSTEI N

CUT TO
EXT. FRONTERA COROZAL TOWN DOCK, USAMACI NTA RI VER - MORNI NG

The river boat is long with a flat bottom It has a canopy
in the center and benches under the canopy and an outboard
nmotor at the stern. The boat is being | oaded with supplies
as Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose clinb aboard.

CAPTAI N
Wl come, this is the best boat on
the river.

The Captain smles and points to his river boat.

JACK
You understand we want to go up river
to Yaxchilan. You will wait for us
until we are ready to return.

The CAPTAI N shakes hi s head.

CAPTAI N
No problem senior. | know the river
li ke the back of ny hand. You pay
me by the day and we have no problem

The Captain smles and holds out his hand. Jack digs into
his Jacket and takes out a wad of bills and peals off several
and hand themto the Captain.
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The river boat departs the landing and slowy travels up the
river. Howl er nonkeys are screamng along the river. A few
crocs are seen along the bank. The river boat |eaves a snal
wake behind it. The river boat navigates the rive and after
a few bends in the river, the fl ow becones swi ft and jagged

rocks are visible sticking out of the water. The water is a
muddy brown. The jungle conmes down to the river bank

Jack is sitting near the bow of the boat as JENNY wal ks up
to him

JENNY
A penny for your thought.
JACK
You woul d go broke.
JENNY
Seriously.
JACK

| was just thinking how cl ose we are
getting to the site where the | ast
clue is supposedly hidden. Sonmewhere
PROF. WOLFSTEIN is waiting for us, |
just know it in ny bones.

JENNY
My father has a saying, the Jaguar
is always waiting and he is always
hungry.

JACK
VWhat does that nean?

JENNY
It neans there is always danger no
matter where you go. The key is to
under st and that danger and stay out
its path.

JACK
| understand that the danger is PROF
WOLFSTEI N and his Nazi goons, but to
stay out of the path is not possible.
Il wll not |et himhave the Aztec
treasure, it belongs to your people,
it is their heritage.

JENNY
DR. HOGAN, you are a good man.

Don Juan wal ks to the stern and joins his sister. He takes
out a cigarette and lights it. He turns to Jack.
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DR. HOGAN, it is tine that | share
the rest of the secrets | have from
t hat Azt ec Codex.

JACK
And what secret is that?

Don Juan | ooks around and seeing no one conti nues.

DON JUAN
The map to the location of the clue
is located on the stele closest to
the long stairs to god, which lies
al ong the sumer sol sti ces.

JACK
VWhat in the hell does that nean?

JENNY
That is easy. The only place in
Yaxchilan with a long set of stairs
and in the direction of the sumrer
solstices is the stairs leading to
the acropolis. This is the tenple
of the Bird Jaguar | V.

JACK
Wiy did you wait until nowto tell nme?

DON JUAN
| do not trust JOSE, | think he is
not wwth Mlitary Intelligence, as
he clains, but he is a black narketer.

JACK
Why do you think Jose is not who he
clains to be?

DON JUAN
t hought | renmenbered his face when
first met him but could not place
t. Last night sitting at the bar,
finally remenbered seeing hima
few years ago. He was with sone
ot her black marketers who were trying
to sell sone artifacts to ny father

JACK
He coul d have been undercover

DON JUAN
(questi oni nQg)
Yes, that is possible.
( MORE)
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DON JUAN ( CONT' D)
| will tell you one thing; his eyes
are those of a killer. They are
cold evil eyes.

JACK
| hope you are wong. | have enough
concerns about neeting up with PRCF
WOLFSTEIN and his Nazi goons. | do

not want to worry about bei ng robbed
by bl ack marketers.

JENNY
(stern)
Renmenber what | said, the Jaguar is
al ways waiting and he is always
hungry.

CUT TO
EXT. YAXCHI LAN RU NS - MORNI NG

The jungle trail fromthe river resenbled a tunnel. Hanging
vines, ferns, trees, and flowering plants lined the trail to
the ruins as sunlight flickering through the overhead branches
am d the sounds of scream ng nonkeys and squawki ng birds.

Suddenly, they step fromthe jungle into a clearing as
Yaxchilan is revealed. They enter the G eat Plaza through a
path lined with tall stonewalls that paralleled the river.

Standi ng before themis the G eat Acropolis and the Snmal
Acropolis resting on low linmestone hills to the south. The
jungle is taking over the ruins, vines cover many of the
structures. Stairways, ranps, and distribution terraces
connect the three conplexes. Jack steps into clearing and
turns to Jenny.

JACK
kay, so where are the long stairs
to god?

JENNY

First we nmust find the two sol stice
lines, the winter and sunmer. After
that, it will be easy, just follow
t he sumrer solstice |line and | ook
for a structure with a |ong set of
stairs.

Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose start their search of the
mayan city. As they walk into the plaza, Jack stops and
picks up a cigar butt. He snells it and turns to the others.
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JACK
This cigar is fresh and is the sane
kind that PROF. WOLFSTEI N snokes, at
| east the last tine we net.

JOSE
Then that nmeans that the Nazis are
here.

Jose | ooks around for the Nazis, seeing nothing he turns
back to face Jack

JENNY
O that they were here and have
al ready found the clue.

JACK
O they were here and could not find
the clue. Now it is a race against
time. We nust find the clue and get
to the treasure site before the Nazis

find it.
DON JUAN

What if the Nazis destroyed the clue?
JACK

Let's hope not. |If the Nazis have

the clue, the race is lost. Spread
out and start |ooking. Now where is
t he sumer sol stice |ine?

CUT TO
EXT. YAXCH LAN RU NS - LATER

Don Juan and Jose headed toward the far corner of the plaza.
Jose enters one of the buildings covered with vines and at
the edge of the jungle while Don Juan searches the outside
of the building.

A | arge anaconda slithers down a tree linb and into a | arge
hol e of the building that JOSE just wal ked into nonents
bef ore.

The anaconda slithers down the side of the wall as JOSE is
kneel i ng beside a set of hieroglyphics. The anaconda slithers
toward JOSE. JOSE starts to stands up as he hears sonet hi ng
behind him He turns around and screans.

JOSE
Holy Mary of God.
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The anaconda coils its powerful body around JOSE. JOSE fights
to get free, but he cannot reach is pistol, he is trapped in
the snake's deadly coils.

JOSE ( CONT' D)
DON JUAN help nme, for the | ove of
God, help ne.

Don Juan hears the cries for help and rushes into the

buil ding. He sees Jose in the coils of a huge anaconda. He
qui ckly draws out his machete and rushes to Jose. He starts
hacki ng away at the coils. Don Juan than turns on the
anaconda head and hacks at it. The anaconda rel eases it
hold on Jose and plops to the floor dead.

DON JUAN
Are you okay? Are you hurt?

Jose is breathing hard. It takes a mnute for himto regain
his strength and voi ce.

JOSE
| thought | was a goner for sure.
| f you had not cone in when you did,
| woul d be dead.

DON JUAN
We had better warn JACK and JENNY
that there are damm serpents hiding
in the ruins.

CUT TO
EXT. YAXCH LAN RUI NS - CONTI NUQUS
Jack and Jenny are exam ning various stone slabs. Finding

not hi ng of inportances they nove on. Jenny stops and turns
to Jack.

JENNY
Do you think the Nazis found the
clue?

JACK

If they did, the gane is up.

JENNY
|s there nothing we can do if they
have the clue?

JACK
No, without the clue, we have no way
for finding the treasure trove.
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JENNY
| hope to God that they did not find
it.

Fi ndi ng not hi ng Jack and Jenny wal k back to the plaza. At
the same tine, Jose and Don Juan return to the plaza. Jack
wal ks over to Jose and stares at him Jose is in disarray,
his clothes are torn and his face is sneared.

JACK
VWhat in the hell happened to you?

JOSE
| met up with a big anaconda and was
on the short end of the stick until
DON JUAN cane to ny rescue.

DON JUAN
So be warned, there are nasty snakes
ar ound.

JENNY

| had forgotten about anaconda's in
these ruins. They travel in pairs,
so be careful as there is still

anot her one out there.

JACK
Shit, | hate snakes.

DON JUAN
The only place we haven't check is
over there. But so far, | see no

stairs to god.
Jenny points toward the md section of the plaza.

JENNY
| think the acropolis is in that
di rection.

CUT TO
EXT. YAXCH LAN RU NS - LATER

A lone stele is standing at the foot of a long set of stairs
| eading to the great acropolis. Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and
Jose walk up to it. Jenny studies the hieroglyphic bas-
relief.

JACK
Can you nmake out the nessage on this
stel e?
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Jenny is exam ning the stone slab. He takes out a notebook
and nakes some notes. She turns to Jack.

JENNY
It says to clinb the stairs to the
god and bow down to the great god
Tonat i uh.

DON JUAN
We are standing at the stairs to god.

They all look to where DON JUAN is pointing. A |long set of
stairs leading up to the Geat Acropolis. They walk up the
stairs and enter the Great Acropolis.

CUT TO
| NT. GREAT ACROPCLIS - CONTI NUCUS

They enter a great chanmber with tall ceilings. The walls
are filed with bas-relief of hieroglyphics synbols. They
wal | around the room exam ning the carvings. A great stone
altar stands in the m ddle.

JACK
Check out that altar. The |ast couple
of altars were triggered when the
j aguar heads were twi sted, the altar
woul d slid away revealing a secret
chanber belowit.

Jose wal ks to the altar and examnes it. He tries to push,
pull, or twist any of the projections of the altar, but
not hi ng happens.

JOSE
Scratch one altar as a gateway to
t he cl ue.

Jenny wal ks over to Jack.

JENNY
The stele said to bow down before
Tonatiuh. In Aztec nyths, Tonatiuh
is portrayed as an eagl e.

JACK
Ckay, everybody | ook for an eagle
bas-relief.

Jose wal ks over to one wall and slowy searches for the eagle
icon. Don Juan wal ks to another wall and searches for any
bird like icons. Jenny walks to the far wall and begi ns her
sear ch.
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JOSE
(excitedly)
| see an eagl e over here.

They all rush over to where Jose is kneeling. Jack kneels

and examnes the wall. He pushes on the bas-relief of the
eagle and it slides inward revealing a secret hiding place.
He reaches into the cavity and pulls out an oil skin. |Inside

the oil skin is an aztec codex. He hands it to Jenny.

JENNY
| cannot believe we found an existing
Azt ec Codex, they are rare and al nost
non- exi stent.

JOSE
Wiy are Aztec Codices so rare?

JENNY
The Dom nican friars who acconpani ed
Cortés in his invasion of MxXico
deci ded the Aztec Codi ces were the
work of the devil and had them al
destroyed. Very few Codi ces survived.

Jenny sl ow opens the Aztec Codex and exam nes the pages.
She slowy turns the pages. She smles and turns to Jack.

DON JUAN
What did you find?

JENNY
We are to travel east to the great
waters and then travel north to the
tenple of the green jaguar warriors.
Deep inside the tenple of the green
tonb is a passage to the treasure
chanber .

JOSE
Who or what in hell are the green
j aguar warriors?

DON JUAN
If | remenber correctly the green
jaguar warriors were Mayan warriors
who used green pignents to paint
their bodies. They were very fierce
warriors.

JOSE
And where in the hell would we find
these green jaguar warriors? They
have been dead for over 500 years.
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DON JUAN
| think I renenber readi ng about
such a place. A recent discovery
near Belize Gty was a tenple whose
interior was painted green that
contains over 300 artifacts.

JACK
VWhat is the nane of this ruins?

DON JUAN
It is called Al tun Ha.

JENNY
That's right, this site was discovered
by a bush pilot who overflew the
area. No nmmjor excavation has been
done, but it |looks |like a Mayan city
dating back to about 550 AD.

JACK
If it is a recent discovery perhaps
PROF. WOLFSTEI N has not heard about

it yet.

JOSE
Since we are the only ones with the
final clue, | think it is safe to

say that we have a head start on
those Nazis. Wthout this clue,
there is no way in hell that they
can find the treasure site.

DON JUAN
You're right, those Nazis don't have
a snowbal | chance in hell of finding
the lost city, unless they get their
hands on this clue.

JENNY
(worri ed)
And someone who could translate this
Codex.

JACK
Okay, lets blow this pool hall.

CUT TGO

EXT. USAMACI NTA RI VER - AFTERNOON

They are sitting in the river boat as it travels down river
to the village. The scenes shows the jungle that reaches

down to the river and the down river ride. The canera zoons
fromthe river boat as it docks at the | anding.
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They clinb out of the river boat and head up trail to the
village. The street is dirt and dusty. As they near the
hotel /bar they stop to chat.

DON JUAN
(w ping sweet from
hi s forehead)
| sure good use a cold beer.

JACK
(with a grin)
Renmenber, they only serve warm beer
her e.

JENNY
| could use a hot shower.

JACK
| could use a nice hot neal.

JOSE
Sonmehow | do not think we wll get
our beer, shower, or hot neal.

DON JUAN
Now why woul d you say such a thing?

Jose points toward the hotel. They stop and stare. Standing
on the front porch of the hotel/bar is prof. Wlfstein and
his nazi goons pointing rifles at them Prof. Wlfstein

wal ks down to neet them

PROF. WOLFSTEI' N

(grinning)
So we neet again DR HOGAN.

JACK
(straight face)
Speak of the devil.

The Nazi goons wal k over to Jack, Jenny, Don Juan, and Jose.
They renove all of their weapons. One of the nazi goons get
too friendly while searching for weapons on Jenny. She sl aps
him Prof. Wl fstein | aughs.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Wiy not let us all get a beer and
chat about your travels and your
fi ndi ngs.

CUT TO
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| NT. WATERI NG HOLE - CONTI NUCUS

The Watering Hole is enpty, ceiling fans turn slowy. The
bartender is standi ng behind the bar w ping glasses. He

| ooks up as they enter the bar and then goes back to his
wor k. Nazi goons push themforward toward a table. They
take seat at a table. The Nazi goons stand behind themwth
their rifles pointed at their heads. Prof. Wl fstein grins
and | ooks at Jack.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Now what shall we chat about?

JACK
(sneering)
OCh, how about the weat her?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| have a better idea, how about we
chat about the final clue?

JACK
VWhat cl ue?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Come Dr. HOGAN, your poker face is
| acking. \Where did you find it?

JACK
We did not find the clue. W thought
you had found it.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| think not.

JENNY
You're never getting away with it.

Prof. Whlfstein turns to her.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Get away with what ny dear?

JENNY
Stealing the Aztec Treasure.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
Ch, you are wong ny dear.

Prof. Wl fstein snaps his finger and a nazi goon renoves
Jenny's backpack and hands it to prof. Wlfstein. He opens
t he backpack and pulls out the Aztec Codex. He thunbs open
t he pages and sm | es.
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JACK
(smling)
Ch, you nean that clue.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Your humor is msplaced Dr. HOGAN.

JACK
No one ever accused ne of having
hunor .

JENNY

You're never translate the Codex in
time, only a few people in the world
have that skill

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| think you are right, so that is
why you are comng with us.

JENNY
(al ar med)

Two Nazi goons grab Jenny and pull her to her feet. They
push her out of the bar. Jack junps up and is hit with the
rifle butt. He crunbles back to his chair.

JACK
(angry)
You bastard! If you hurt her, 1'1l]I
kill you.

Prof. Wl fstein | ooks at Jack and sm | es.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
You are in no position to threaten
me. JENNY will acconpany nme back to
Mexico City where she will translate
t he Codex for ne. However, you
gentl emen are no | onger needed.
Your unfortunately di sappearance
wi |l not be noticed.

JACK
You rotten son of a bitch.

Prof. Wi fstein smles at Jack and notions to two of his
Nazi goons.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Pl ease see that they killed quickly
and then see to it that their bodies
are left in the jungle for the jaguars
to dine on.
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DON JUAN
You can't do this to us. W have
done nothing to you.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Wil e that may be true, your tine
has cone to an end.

JACK
(sneering)
You will not get away wth this.

JOSE
The bartender has seen us in here
with you, he will know what happened.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
The bartender has been well paid, he
sees not hing, he hears not hing.

JACK
(sneering)
This is not over by a long shot. |If
need be, | wll cone back fromthe

grave and nail your stinking hide.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
| think not, at |least not fromthe
grave.

Prof. Wl fstein wal ks out of the bar with the Aztec Codex,
followed by the SS Nazi O ficer

Two Nazi goons point rifles at Jack, Don Juan, and Jose,
notioning themtoward the door in the back of the bar. They
wal k toward the back door and stop. The Nazi goons push
them and they exit the door.

CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE - MOMENTS LATER

Jack, Don Juan, and Jose are forced down a path in the jungle
to a small clearing. How ing nonkeys and tropical birds
chatter in the tree top. Jack turns to Jose.

JACK
Now woul d be a good tine for sonebody
to have a plan to get us out of this
nmess.

Jose bends down and begins to cry. One of the Nazi goons
jabs himwith the rifle and as Jose stands back up he slips
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his hand into his boot and pulls out a dagger. As he stands
up, he turns and stabs the guard. He quickly grabs the rifle
and shoots the other guard.

JOSE
| hate those damm Nazis too.

They | ook up at the sky hearing the sound of a helicopter
taking off. Seconds later the helicopter skinms the treetops
headi ng away from them

DON JUAN
They will kill her once she translates
t he Codex.

JACK
| promse you that | will save her
and then kill PROF. WOLFSTEI N.

JOSE
We nust get to Altun Ha before the
Nazi s.

Jack | ooks at the treetops and nunbl es sonet hi ng.
FADE OUT
FADE | N:
ACT THREE
| NT. NAZI MANSI ON - DAY

Prof. Wolfstein is sitting at a conference table as a TALL
SLI M MAN exam nes the Aztec Codex. The SS Nazi O ficer is
standi ng near the desk.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(anxi ously)
Well, can you translate it?

TALL SLI M MAN
No senior, it is witten in a cryptic
code, | do not understand what it
means. Fromwhat little |I can gather
it tal ks about am ancient green tonb,
but it does not identify which Mayan
ruins has the tonb.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Did you say a green tonb?

TALL SLI M MAN
Yes seni or.
( MORE)
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TALL SLI M MAN ( CONT' D)
According to this codex, the treasure
is buried in a secret chanber bel ow
the green tonb. But there is nuch
that | can't translate as it is
convoluted with Mayan and Aztec

gl yphs.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
It is apparent ny friend that you do
not keep up with recent archeol ogy
di scoveri es.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
You know whi ch ruins has the green
tonb?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Yes, | do.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
VWhat about the woman?

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
W may need her talents; we wll
bring her along with us.

CUT TO
EXT. JUNGLE - MORNI NG

Jack, Don Juan, and Jose trek through the jungle, using their
machetes to hack away at the jungle grass and vines. How er
nonkeys scream fromtree tops and parrots chatter from high
above them The dense jungle creates a canopy over them
hiding the sunlight. They are drenched in sweat as they
work their way through the jungle.

JOSE
| amgetting tired of jungle and
this heat.

Jose wi pes sweat fromhis face.

DON JUAN
| am m ssing a good old fashi on bath,
| don't think I wll ever feel clean.
JACK
(smling)

| thought you boys |oved a good tine
and sonme excitenent?
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DON JUAN
After the |ast few weeks, | am sure
| will never like this kind of
exci tenment again.

CUT TO
EXT. MEXICO CITY Al RPORT - MORNI NG

A helicopter sits on a landing pad with its bl ades turning.
Prof. Wl fstein and his Nazi goons duck as they clinb aboard
the helicopter. Jenny is already in her seat with her hands
tied. She struggles but is tied fast.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
It won't be long until the happy
reuni on ny dear.

JENNY
JACK wi Il never let you keep the
treasure.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
My dear, your DR HOGAN has net an
unfortunately accident. [I'mafraid
he no | onger is anong the living.

JENNY
You don't know JACK, he is one gringo
that is hard to kill.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Lead poi soning has a way of slow ng
peopl e down pernmanently.

The helicopter lifts off fromthe pad and flies off over the
city and into the jungle.

CUT TO
EXT. ALTUN HA RU NS - AFTERNOON

Jack, dom Juan, and Jose are riding dowmn a jungle road in a
jeep. The road is rough and filled with potholes. Branches
SW pe agai nst the jeep as they push through dense jungle

gr owt h.

Sounds of howl er nonkeys and jungle birds squawk fromthe
trees. The jeep cones to a stop in a clearing overl ooki ng

the ancient Mayan ruins of Altun Ha. They junp out of the
jeep and stare at the Mayan ruins. Four Mayan stepped tenples
surrounds a large grass plaza in the center |ike points on a
conpass. Jungle vines covered the tenples.
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JOSE
(questi oni nQg)
How do we know the old man fromthe
vill age of Rockstone Pond told us
the truth?

JACK
How many ot her ruins have we found
using the old man's direction?

JOSE
You got a point.

DON JUAN
How nmuch tine do you think we have
until the Nazis discover the | ocation
of the treasure.

JACK
Not long, if they find sonmeone to
transl ate the codex, else they wll
force Jenny to translate it.

DON JUAN
Jenny will never translate it for th
em

JOSE

Believe me they will have ways to
make her talk, none of them are
pl easant .

JACK
Let's get started, we do not have
much tinme to find the G een Tonb.

DON JUAN
Since the ruins were recently
di scovered, let's check out that
t enpl e.

Pointing to the tenple ahead of him
DON JUAN ( CONT' D)
It | ooks |ike sonmeone has cut the
vines away fromthe entrance.
The canmera zoons to the tenple and the entrance free of vines.

CUT TO
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EXT. GREEN TOMB - LATER

Jack, Jose, and Don Juan stand at the entrance to the Tenple
of the Green Tonb. They |light torches and enter the tenple.

CUT TO
EXT. ALTUN HA RU NS - CONTI NUOUS

Prof. Wl fstein stands on the hill overlooking Altun Ha. He
smles as he watches Dr. Hogan and his party enter the Tenple
of the Geen Tonb. H s Nazi goons stand behi nd hi m Guardi ng
Jenny whose hands are tied with rope.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
That is Dr. HOGAN, he should be dead

SS NAZI OFFI CER
| don't know what happened. | ordered
two of my best nmen to kill himand
his friends.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| see they failed on all accounts.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
This time | wll personally see his
deat h.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Not yet, we wll let Dr. HOGAN gui de
us to the treasure site

SS NAZI OFFI CER
We nust follow himnow so we do not
| ose himinside the tenple.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
You're right ny friend. Let us nmake
our way to the tenple and see what
he has found so far. | amsure the
woman wi Il be notivation for himif
he has not yet found the treasure.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
(smling)
Yes, it is nuch better if he figures
t he booby traps than us.
They nmove down the hill toward the Tenple of the G een Tonb.

CUT TO



I NT. GREEN TOVB - MOMENTS LATER

Jack enters the tenple holding a flamng torch

Don Juan carrying their burning torch

CUT TO

EXT. GREEN TOMVB - CONTI NUCUS

Jose remains outside the tenple and reaches for
He punches in sone nunbers and waits as it rings.

phone.

JOSE
| have found the treasure site. It
is at the Altun Ha ruins outside
Belize Gty at the Tenple of the
Green Tonb. Send a copper and sone
men to recover the treasure. Land
in the plaza.
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fol | owed by

his satellite

Jose puts the satellite phone back into his pack. He enters
the Tenpl e.

CUT TO

| NT. GREEN TOVB CONTI NUCUS

The walls are covered with Hi erogl yphics bas-relief al

pai nt ed green.

They see sonme work tables with sone pottery

sitting on it and some wooden crates on the floor. An altar
stands in the mddle of the room

DON JUAN
| am sure the archeol ogi sts have
removed all of the val uabl e Mayan
artifacts, | renmenber reading that
sonme three hundred artifacts were
f ound.

JOSE
So does that mean the Aztec treasure
IS gone?

JACK
No, it neans that the treasure is
still here.

JOSE
How can t hat be?

JACK
The Aztec were a crafty people, they
hid their treasure so the Spanish
Conqui st adors woul d never find it.
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DON JUAN
Ckay, so where do we start?

JACK
We can start with the altar and see
if it will slide back to revea
stairs.

DON JUAN
Yea, |ike we would be so | ucky.

Jose wal ks to the altar and checks for any hidden | ever, but
he finds not hing.

JOSE
It was worth a shot.

JACK
Ckay, let nme think. This tenple was
buil d al nost at ground | evel, so
there must be a set of stairs to
lead to the | ower sections. Look
for any kind of secret |lever in the

gl yphs.

Jose and Don Juan quickly start exam ning the hieroglyphic
bas-relief icons on the wall. Jack wal ks to another wall
and begins his search for a secret cache.

CUT TO
I NT. GREEN TOVB - MOMENTS LATER

Prof. Wl fstein is standing in the doorway of the G een Tonb
hol ding a torch. He has Nazi soldiers wth him and each is
pointing a rifle at Jack, Don Juan, and Jose. Behind the
Nazi goons, Jenny is standing Guarded by two Nazi goons.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
DR. HOGAN, pl ease continue, you were
just about to show us where the
treasure i s hidden

JENNY

(angry) _
Don't show this bastard anything.

The SS Nazi O ficer slaps her across the face. Jack stares
at the Nazi goon.

JACK
Ht her again and I'Il kill you.
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PROF. WOLFSTEI N

DR. HOGAN, you are in no position to
make threats. Now where is this
treasure?

JACK
| f you want the treasure, find it
yoursel f.

SS Nazi O ficer puts his hand on her face and slides it down
her cheek. He pulls out a | arge w cked | ooki ng dagger and
turns to face Jack.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
We can do it the easy way, or | can
make it very unpl easant for Jenny.

SS Nazi Oficer slowy slides the dagger down Jenny's face.

JACK
Stop, | will help you.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| thought you would want to hel p.

Jack wal ks over to the wall holding his torch and studies

t he many panel s of hieroglyphic icons. He noves along the
wal | until he conmes to a stone panel that appears different.
He runs his fingers over the panel.

DON JUAN
What did you find?

JACK
Thi s stone panel has no hierogl yphics
bas-relief, alnost as if it was added
at a later date. There could be a
passage way behind this stone sl ab.

Prof. Wbl fstein turns to his Nazi Goons.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Pl ant the explosive at the base
of that panel.

Jack turns to prof. Wl fstein.

JACK
You can't use explosives; you could
cause the passage way to coll apse.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
My boys are experts, they wll use
just enough to destroy the stone
panel .
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JACK
They better be good, or else this
ceiling may cone crashing down and
bury the treasure forever

One of the Nazi goons renoves a stick of dynamte and breaks
it in half, using a half stick, he places it in front of the
stone panel. He lights the fuse, turns, and says sonething

i n Gernman.

SS NAZI OFFI CER
(smling)
He suggest we wait outside before
t he expl osion or stay and be kill ed.

JACK
That i s damm good advi ce.

They quickly retreat out of the tenple. Suddenly an

expl osi on, then dust and snoke pour out of the arch way.
After the snoke and dust settles, they race back into the
Green Tonb room

The stone panel is gone, broken stones are scattered on the
floor. A dark and forbidding tunnel is visible. Prof.
Wl fstein wal ks over to Jack.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Now, DR HOGAN, we will see just how
smart you really are. You will enter
the tunnel first.

JENNY
JACK, the tunnel will be booby
trapped. The Aztecs al ways set booby
traps and all of them are deadly.

JACK
| know, |'ve read the sane books.
Jack | ooked at Jenny and then turns toward the tunnel. He
holds his torch out in front of himas he | ooks into the
dark tunnel. Jose and Don Juan are forced to the ground

W th nazi goons pointing rifles at them

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
JENNY will follow DR HOGAN and t he
rest of you stay here as ny guests.
My friends wll keep you conpany.

NAZI GOON 1
What do you want us to do if you do
not return.
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PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
Shoot t hem

CUT TO
| NT. GREEN TOVB TUNNEL - MOMENTS LATER

Jack, Jenny, SS Nazi Oficer and Prof. Wl fstein enter the
dark tunnel. Jack holds his torch in front of himas he
slowy wal ks down the tunnel. SS Nazi O ficer has his Lugar
poi nted at Jenny and Jack.

Jack lights the various torches along the wall of the tunnel.
The flickering flames dance along the tunnel walls. The

wal I's, floor, and ceilings are conpacted dirt reinforced

w th banboo poles. After wal king down the tunnel for a

di stance, he stops and exam nes the fl oor.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Why have you st opped DR HOGAN

Jack points to the dirt floor.

JACK
There is an indention here in the
fl oor.

JENNY

Do you think it is a trap?

JACK
It could be Iike the floor in the
| ast tenple we explored. Renenber
the fl oor dropped out and only stone
colums remained. | guess there is
only one way to find out.

Jack takes his torch and hits the handl e against the dirt
floor with the indention. Suddenly, the floor gives way and
a shallow pit with barbed banboo spikes to inpale its victins.
Jenny | ooks at Jack.

JENNY
That was a cl ose

JACK
Those bar bed banmboo spi kes woul d
sure give a guy sone pain.

They nove around the trap and conti nue down the tunnel. The
flickering lights of their torches dance along the walls.
They conme to a bend in the tunnel. Jack stops.
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SS NAZI OFFI CER
Wiy have you stopped, is it another
trap?

JACK
The Aztecs build this tunnel, there
is no reason for it to bend, unless
it is another trap.

JENNY
So if it is a trap, how are we going
to trip it?

JACK
| have to figure out first if it is
a trap.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Vll, get on with it.

Jack gets down on his belly and crawls up the bend. He raises
his torch to see beyond the bend. Just around the bend, his
flickering light reveals a thin trip line stretching across
the width of the tunnel.

He reaches out and pulls on the line, suddenly, a banboo
pol e with barb-spi kes driven through the banboo pol e whips
across the wdth of the tunnel at belly height.

Jenny wal ks up to Jack |lying on the ground and exani nes the
banmboo pole with the barb-spi kes enbedded in the pole. She
sticks a finger on The end of the spike.

JENNY
God, that point is sharp.

JACK
The Aztec often poisoned their tips,
| hope it wasn't poisoned.

Jenny junps back fromthe banboo pole.

JENNY
Now you tell ne.

JACK
Sorry, | thought you knew.

SS Nazi O ficer notions themon with his Lugar. They continue
down the tunnel

Jack is followed by Jenny, SS Nazi Oficer, and prof.

Wl fstein. Flickering flanmes dance across the walls. Jack
stops suddenly. There before himthe tunnel branches off
into three separate tunnels.



84.
They wal k up to the entrances of the three tunnels and st op.

The first tunnel has the serpent bas-relief, the second tunnel
has the jaguar bas-relief, and the third tunnel has the noon
bas-relief.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
VWi ch tunnel do we enter?

JENNY
If we choose wong, it could be a
deat h chanber.

Jack smles and points to the tunnel with the noon bas-relief.

JACK
| think this is the tunnel to foll ow

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
How do you figure that?

JACK
Mexi cas was what the Aztec call ed
t hemsel ves and Mexicas translated is
t he naval of the npon. The tunnel
woul d be the representation of the
naval .

JENNY
That's right, the noon's role is
that of keeping the waters of the
cosnos, sending rain, and preserving
the noonlight, all so inportant to
their agriculture based society.

JACK
(smling)
Thus, we follow the tunnel with the
moon bas-relief.

They enter the tunnel with the noon bas-relief and travel

down the length carefully, constantly on the | ookout for

nmore booby traps. They round another bend in the tunnel

after Jack carefully exam nes the bend for any traps. Finding
none, they round the corner and find that the floor angled
downwar d.

JENNY
| think we are in trouble.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Wiy is that?
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JENNY
The Aztecs favored a slanted floor
wth a dead fall trap at the bottom

JACK
What kind of dead fall trap?

JENNY
They woul d angle the floor so there
was a gentle slope, but at the bottom
of the decline they would have a
deep pit filled with scorpions or
spi kes so anyone falling into it
woul d be killed after inpaling on
t he spi kes.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
That is not a problem we just turn
around and cone back up this tunnel

JACK
However, they would have to have a
way to get across the pit so that
they could recover the treasure at a

| ater date.
PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(smling)
W will continue on.
JENNY
(worri ed)

W shoul d turn back.

SS Nazi O ficer shakes his head no and points his Lugar at
JACK notioning himto nove al ong.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
We have cone too far to turn back
When we get to the bottom | am sure
you will figure out how to get across.

They travel down the tunnel as it angled downward. They
cane to the end where a large open pit filled wth barb-
spi kes.

JENNY
It is too far to junp across and too
deep to clinb down and then back up
on the other side.

Jack studies the walls that span the deep pit. He sees
protrusions projecting outward fromthe wall, spaced evenly
along the wall. A smle cones to his face, as he points to
t he protrusions.
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JACK
See those protrusions on the wall,
there are 13 of them Do you know
what that neans.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
13 is an unl ucky nunber?

JENNY
Yes, in our culture thirteen is
unl ucky, but in Aztec cosnol ogy, 13
is the key to their counting days in
t heir cal endar.

JACK
The Aztecs had a 365-day sol ar
cal endar cal |l ed xi uhpohual l'i, which

consi sted of 18 nonths of 20 days,
and an unl ucky 5-day period at the
end of the year.

Jenny suddenly breaks out in a smle.

JENNY
So you are suggesting that the unlucky
5-day period is incorporated into
t hese 13 protrusions.

JACK
Yes, that is exactly ny thinking.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
VWhat in hell are you tal king about?

JACK
W will cross this pit by hol ding
onto these protrusions, but do not
grab every fifth one, it is booby
trapped.

They toss their torches across the deadly pit. The flickering
fl ames dance across the wall as Jack and Jenny, slowy sw ng
across the deadly pit by gripping each protrusion. Once
across the SS Nazi O ficer crosses. Once on the other side,
he hol ds his Lugar on Jack and Jenny as prof. Wl fstein
crosses the open pit.

CUT TO

| NT. GREEN TOWVB - MOMENTS LATER

Don Juan and Jose are sitting with their backs to the wall.
Three of the Nazi goons had gone outside to snoke | eaving

one to Guard the two prisoners. The Nazi goons were restless
and bor ed.
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The sounds of a helicopter is heard then automatic gunfire
comng fromthe outside of the tenple.

The Nazi Guard turns toward the entranced. Jose slowy
reaches down to his boot and pulls out his dagger. He notions
for Don Juan to create a diversion. Don Juan stands up and
the nazi goon imediately steps forward with his rifle.

Jose throws his dagger underhanded and it hits the nazi goon
in the leg. Don Juan |eaps for the nazi goon, who fires his
rifles hitting Don Juan in the head.

Jose junps to his feet and kicks the nazi goon in the groin.
He coll apses to the floor. Jose shoots himin the head.
Armed bl ack marketeers enter the room He greets his friends
as they enter the green tonb.

JOSE
Where did you | and the chopper?
THUG 1
W | anded behind the hill as we saw
the Nazi goons taking a cigarette
br eak.
JOSE

Bet you they never realized that
snoki ng was hazardous to their health

THUG 1
Too |l ate now, they will never snoke
agai n.

JOSE
Good.

Thug 1 points to Don Juan.

THUG 1
| s he dead?

JOSE
VWho cares. If he is alive when we
cone out with the treasure, | wll

kill himat that time.

THUG 1
(smling)
| see you have everything under
control. \Were is the treasure?
JOSE

| don't know yet, they went ahead to
find the treasure. W will follow
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THUG 1
| will get the rest of the nen and
we wll follow them and when we catch
up with them they are dead nen.

JOSE
Not so fast, we nust let JACK find
the treasure first.

THUG 1
What ever you say.

The Thug 1 turns around and exits the Green Tonb. He returns
a fewmnmnutes later with five other nen, all arnmed with Ak47s.

CUT TO
| NT. BRANCHI NG TUNNELS - LATER
Jose wal ks to each of the three tunnels, kneels down and

exam nes the floor of the tunnel in each tunnel. He st ands
up and wal ks back to his nen.

JOSE
They took the tunnel with the noon
bas-relief.
THUG 1
How can you be so sure?
JOSE
The other two tunnels still have

dust on the floor, the Mon tunnel
has footprints.

They enter the third tunnel. They make their way slowy
down the tunnel, passing the banboo spring trap along the
way until they cone to the open pit trap.

CUr TO ,
I NT. OPEN PIT - LATER
The arned thugs are standing at the deep open pit filled
wi th barb-spi kes. Jose | ooks around and sees the protrusions
along the wall and sm | es.
JOSE
So the Aztecs provided a way across
and they found it.

Jose points to the projections.
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THUG 1
The damm Aztec's were not too smart.
Anyone could see that was the way to
cross over the pit.

JOSE
Don't be so sure.

Thug 1 | ooks tag JOSE and smles. He points to his nen.

THUG 1
Ckay, start across the open pit using
t hose projections.

Thug 1 holds back as his nen start across.

The nmen junps to the first protrusion and works their way
across the gap. Wen the first man grabs the fifth
protrusion, sonething happens. The protrusion breaks away
and he falls into the deadly trap, inpaling hinself on the
bar b- spi kes.

JOSE

The Aztec's built clever booby traps.
THUG 1

No Shit.
JOSE

We nust find another way across. o
back to the chopper and get the rope
and grappling hook.

Thug 1 di sappears back into the tunnel. A few mnutes |ater
he returns to the open pit with the grappling hook and rope.
He wal ks to the edge and tosses the grappling hook across
and hooks onto a boulder. He ties his end off and then they
make their way across the open pit, hand over hand until
they reach the other side. They enter the tunnel and

di sappear into the darkness.

CUT TO
I NT. LONG TUNNEL - LATER

Jack, Jenny, SS Nazi Oficer, and prof. Wl fstein wal k down
a long tunnel and stop as they see two branching tunnels in
front of them They walk up to the two entrances, one has a
rabbit glyph, and the other has the eagle glyph.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
If I were to guess, | would choose
the tunnel with the eagle glyph
because the eagle is on the Mexican
Paso.



JACK

Actually, the eagle is not the right

choice. Renenber we entered the
| ast tunnel with the nmoon gl yph,
here we need to enter the tunnel
with the rabbit gl yph.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N

Wiy the tunnel with the rabbit glyph

i nstead of the eagle?

JACK
This is basic Aztec 101. Since the
positions of the |akes, upon which
Mexico Gty was founded, are shaped
like a rabbit and correspond to the

sane pattern on the noon. This neans

that Mexico is considered to be the
Rabbit's Navel

JENNY
The sun and its nahual 'double' the
eagl e are one and the sane their
names are interchangeable. W have
two tunnels with synbols representi

ng

the sun and the nmoon. We nust foll ow

the nmoon route, and in this case it
is represented by the rabbit icon.

Jack turns to jenny and sm | es.

JACK
You really do know your Aztec

Myt hol ogy.

They enter the tunnel with the rabbit gl yph.
wal k down the tunnel fully expecting another

They slowy
booby trap.

The tunnel floor slopes downward at a steep angle.

JENNY
Not anot her dead fall trap.
JACK
Only one way to find out.
JENNY
My God, | just renenbered reading

about another kind of trap with a
death trap at the bottom

JACK
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

90.



91.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
What kind of trap are you talking
about ?

JENNY
The Aztec al so enpl oyed sone kind of
spherical object or perhaps a sw ngi ng
|l og that woul d be rel eased and cone
crashing down the tunnel knocking
anyone standing in the tunnel into
the death pit.

JACK
That is a |lovely thought. Let's
hope this is not that kind of trap.

SS Nazi O ficer notions themto nove on with his Lugar.
They descend down the steep slope. Suddenly they hear the
sound of thunder. They |ook behind them and see a | arge
suspended | og sw nging toward them

JENNY
(shocked)
Ch shit.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
(fearful)
W' re dead nen.

JACK
We're not dead until the fat |ady
si ngs, now run

They start running down the steep sloop. Toward the bottom
they conme to an alcove in the wall. Jack quickly junps into
the al cove foll owed by Jenny and prof. Wl fstein. The SS
Nazi O ficer was too slow to enter the al cove, he screans as
t he huge swinging log hits himand knocks himinto the death
pit. The huge swinging log then resets itself. Jenny
Screans.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Keep noving. He's not worth any
tears.

JENNY
You have a cold heart.

Jack exam nes the al cove and discovers it is a narrow entrance
to a | arger room

CUT TGO
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They enter the large cavern like room The walls are filled
with Aztec pictoglyphs. Jack shines the light around the

room exam ni ng each of the bas reliefs.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Ckay, so where is the treasure?

JACK
Good question.

JENNY
They woul d not have carved this room
out of solid rock for the fun of it.

JACK
| know, give ne a second.

Jack wal ks to the only section that has no bas relief. He

runs his hand over the edges of the stone sl ab.
i ndention in the stone.

JENNY
What did you find?
JACK
| think I found the keyhole to open

this door.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
So what is the dam key?

JACK
Good question.

He feels an

Jack bl ows dust fromthe indention and runs his hand al ong

t he outer edges of the slab.

JENNY

It alnbst | ooks |ike a stone door.
JACK

| think it is a door to the treasure

chanber.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
So how in the hell do you open it.

JACK
There is no |l ever, no hidden | atch,
no not hi ng.



Jack removes a hammer and chi se

JENNY
You nust think like the Aztec. |If
you have no apparent nechanismto
open the door, it nust be seal ed
fromthe inside

JACK
That's it.

JENNY
What do you nean this is it.

JACK
The Aztec were very crafty indeed.
| think they did seal the door from
t he i nside.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
You nean that they left a warrior
inside to seal the door after they
left?

JACK
No, it Is even nore ingenious.

JENNY
Don't keep us in suspect, how did
t hey seal the door

JACK
Wth air.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
Now, | know you are crazy.

JACK
Let nme show you.

the chisel in the indention on the stone slab
the chisel with the hammer. Not hi ng happens.
chisel multiple tinmes. Still nothing happens.
one last swing with the hammer and the chi sel

t he wal |

93.

fromhis backpack. He places

and strikes
He hits the
JACK t akes
breaks through

and i s sucked inside the door. Air hisses outward
and slowy the door sw ngs open.

JENNY
My God, you're a geni us.

PROF. WOLFSTEI N
What in the hell just happened?
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JACK
When they sealed up the treasure
chanber, they created a vacuumin it
by sucking out all of the air. The
door could not open in a vacuum but
once | equalized the air pressure
t he door opened on its own.

JENNY
How did you know it was a vacuum
i nsi de.

JACK

| didn't, but it was the only
expl anati on possi bl e.

JENNY
How did they do it?

JACK
| have no idea, but after they sucked
the air out, they plastered the vent
hol e closed to keep the vacuum i nsi de.
Al | did was open that vent hole
and |ike Ali Baba, the door opened.

Prof. Wl fstein pointed his lugar at Jack and notioned him
to enter the chanber. Jenny followed Jack into the chanber.

CUT TO
EXT. LONG TUNNEL - CONTI NUOUS

Jose and his nmen start down the |long sloping tunnel. M dway
way down they hear the sound of thunder, they | ook behind
t hem and see a swinging |log rushing toward them

JOSE
Run.

THUG 1
You led us into a trap.

Jose and his nmen dash down the sloped tunnel and stop on the
edge of a deep pit. They |ook back and scream The sw ngi ng
log hits them pushing theminto the open pit wth hundreds
of scorpions. The scorpions clinb over the bodies stinging

t hem hundred's of tines.

CUT TO
| NT. TREASURE CAVERN - CONTI NUCUS

Jack, Jenny, and prof. Wlfstein enter the large treasure
cavern.
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Their torches flicker light reveals the nmassive treasure
trove. Huge stacks of gold artifacts including figurines,
anour, discs, along with chests of eneralds and rubies. In
the center of all this treasure is a stone pedestal with a
| arge gold mask with huge eneralds attached to it. Jenny

| ooks back the way they cane.

JENNY
(concer ned)
| thought | just heard scream ng
com ng from behi nd us.

JACK
(smling)
Maybe soneone di scovered the Aztec
traps.

JENNY
(worri ed)
| hope it wasn't ny brother.

JACK
No, | suspect it was JOSE. Your
br ot her suspected himof being a
bl ack mar ket eer.

JENNY
Wy JOSE?

JACK
JOSE has a way with his hidden dagger,
| have seen himkill the Nazi goons

who were going to shoot us. He can
easily handl e his guards.

JENNY
| never did |like that creep.

Prof. Wil fstein rushes over to the first stack of gold and
runs his hands over the idols and figures. He then rushes
over to a chest filled with eneralds. He sees a large gold
mask with huge eneral ds enbedded in it sitting atop a stone

pedestal. He runs to the altar. He starts to lift it off
the pedestal. Jack starts to yell out a warning, but Jenny
stops him

Prof. Wolfstein lifts the mask off the pedestal that triggers
a huge stone slap to fall fromthe ceiling, crushing prof.
Wl f st ei n.

JACK
Why didn't you let nme warn hinf
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JENNY
He was going to kill us, so | figured
| would | et the Aztec have their

revenge.

The canera zoonms back to the stone slab, only PROF. WOLFSTEI N
| egs are visible.

JACK
You're right, it is only fitting
that the Aztecs have the final word.

Suddenly water starts pouring into the cavern from where the
slab had fallen fromthe ceiling. The cavern starts to fill
wth water.

JENNY
Looks |i ke PROF. WOLFSTEI N set off
anot her booby trap.

JACK
Coul dn't happen to a nicer guy.

JENNY
H s death al so neans we will not be
able to recover this treasure.

JACK
(worri ed)
Yea, and in a few m nutes this cavern
w || becone fl ooded.

JENNY
We nust take sone of this back with
us, so not all of it is |ost forever.

Jack quickly renoves his backpack foll owed by Jenny renovi ng
her backpack. Together they reach down and stuff handfuls

of enmeralds into their backpacks. Jenny grabs gold figurines
and sticks themin her backpack. The water is raising fast
in the cavern

JACK
At |least we will not |eave enpty
handed.

JENNY

| think it's tine to get out of here
before we are trapped.

JACK
I"'mw th you, lets nove it.



Jack | ooks back one last time at the treasure trove.
FADE OUT
THE END
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